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FOREWORD

The Sixth-form Social Sciences Conference organized by the Social
Sciences Committee of the Schools Council was held from 28 June to

1 July 1971 at the Centre for Applied Research in Education at the
University of East Anglia. The Conference was to examine the
problems and possibilities of establishing integrated social sciences
courses for sixth forms. The Committee was particularly concerned
with this issue because of the present trend cof proliferation of
separate social science subjects at GCE advanced level, and its
possible consequences for sixth-form curricula. As the conference
chairman suggested, it was hoped to generate a sufficient body of
ideas to warrant the publication of & report and also to give guidance
to the Council about the sort of development project which might be
launched as a follow-up., The task of the conference was set out in a
paper on 'aims and issues', and was intended to be exploratory in
nature; perhaps more definite answcrs might be forthcoming from a
future development project.

The conference began with the assumption that it was (a) desirable
to include social sciences in the sixth-form curriculum, and (b)
necessary to produce a viable integrated curriculum if this were to be
achieved in practice.

Aips and issues

The aims and issues put before the conference, were in three main parts:

1. The nature of the sublggts and the meaning of 1ntq§;ation

In wnat sense can one integrate the social sciences? %70 what extent
should an integrated approach rest on the common ground between
disciplines; or alternatively, to what extent must it highlight their .
differences?

Which of the following subjects should be included if the whole {is
to be coherent: politics, economics, history, geography, social anthro-
pology, archaeology, psychology, social physiology, sociology?

2, The basis for integration

To what extent would it be possible to statt from the questions sixth-~
formers actually ask about human behaviour and human society?

What are to be the principles of integration: knowledge, sﬂills,
problems, concepts, or methods? More specifically, should an integrated
social science curriculum be conceived as an introduction to a number
of related but distinct modes of inquiry, rather than to bodies of
knowledge?




e The problems of implementation

What inductive base i3 possible in teaching the social sciences? What
is the equivalent of laboratory work in the physical sciences?

What is the role of (a) problem solving, (b) case studies, (c)
games and simulation exercises, (d) practical activities, (e) books,
(f) topics used for learning activities and source materials?

Who 1s going to teach the course? What are the implications of
this for materials and methods, and how can the need for teacher
retraining be met?

The report which follows was written by Mrs Charmian Cannon of the
University of London Institute of Education who was a member of the
conference steering committee.




1. INTRODUCTION

It was planned that the case for intcgration would be set out on the first
evening, and the first full day would be devoted to theoretical issues
concerning the nature and logic of integration, while the second day of
the conference wo..:d be occupied with problems of implementation. Partic-
ipants and speakers had been invited to represent these different aspects
of the topic under discussion. Thus there were present academic social
scientists from universities and education departments; those concerned
with teacher education; heads and teachers from colleges of further educa-
tion and schools; and some concerned with the conduct of examinations and
with the business of curr .ulum planning.

Interaction between these people of diverse interests and qualifications
(see Appendix D) was inevitably intensive and, as is usual on such occasions,
the formal plan outlined above bears little resemblance to the situation as
it actually developed.

My account of the atmosphere and key discussion themes of the conference
aims only to be a personal interpretation. Since attending it I have heard at
least thr - 'idely differing accounts of what happened. I shall present a
fourth one. and although I shall do my best to represent fairly the main
centres of aizagreement and consensus, 1 shall probably fail to do justice to
them all. I hope everyone who attended the conference will put their own
gloss upon what I say. Even the most rigorously controlled evidence in the
social sciences is always subject to personal interpretation. In this case
the interpietation is based on my own involvement in the themes discussed,
and my lack of expectation of my present role. It is also coloured by the
fact that I am a sociologist concerned with the preparation of graduates to
teach the social sciences in schonols, as well as with the teaching of sociology.

1 think it would be accepted, however, that the conference was not
characterized by consensus. There were certain groupings of viewpoint which
gradually crystallized during the two days but these views were unfortunately
not fully aired in public until the end of the second day, There were also
certain recurring themes which I hope to make clear in my account of the
proceedings; some of the tonics listed under 'aims and issues' were relatively
neglected, other themes, unforeseen, became central talking points, Similarly
it became clear that the rigorous division of the discussion into 'nature and
logic', and 'practical implications' was not feasible. Speakers did not speak
according to their brief, but according to their personal predilections.
Attempts at curriculum change rarely proceed from a logical academic basis
through to a considevation of the practical problems; these aspects are
constantly interwoven, as they were in the accornts of the speakers. Also
they cannot be considered apart from school social structure and pupil-teacher
relationships, and this meant that discussion ranged widely beyond its brief.

One divisive factor was, of course, the variety of participants in the
conference. There were 'in-groups' of various kinds who already knew each
other's backgrounds and who shared a common view. Academic social scientists




tenc to speak as if everyone is familiar with their language. That this
should cause confusion was to be expected, but less expected was a point
put to me, that different kinds of social scientists are so narrowly
reared in their own disciplines that they do not always understand each
other - a graphic illustration of one of the problems besetting any
attempt at integrated cu»-icula! Teachers and heads of schcols hoping
for new ideas to incorporate in their sixth-form timetables were
inevitably disappointed at .the way in which the academics wrangled
happily about what the social sciences are and how they differ from one
another; they mesy well have lost confidence in whether the social
scientists at present know enough of what they are about to offer them
anything fruitful and teachable, But I think they were cheered by some
of the examples of actual courses reported even though none of these
originated from school sixth forms!

Another divisive factor lay in the fact that not all the conference
members accepted the brief put to them by the Schools Council. Paul
Fordham, on the staff of the Council, said hopefully that the conference
would start from the assumption that it was desirable to teach social
sciences in the sixth form, and that it was necessary to produce 'a viable
integrated curriculum' to achieve this, Some teachers robably needed
convincing of the first: many more participants were wnconvinced of the
second. Some thought that the continued development of single subject
courses was more desirable, or more feasible. Many were afraid of the
denigration of what had been achieved already in this field and its
substitution by a monolithic¢ 'integrated' social sciences curriculum.
Perhaps their fear arose from an image of the Schools Council as the
power that shapes curriculum practice in schools. But I think it would
be fair to say that neither th. participants nor the Schools Council were
considering anything but some lternatives to existi.g practice.

Perhaps the reason why the major disagreements did not really emerge
until the final session was chiefly the short time available and the
segregation of members intov small groups for almost all the discussion
time. These groups were so small that their discussions could sometimes
be pushed in one dircction by one or two knowledgeable and committed
members. There was little chance to test these directions against others
until the final plenary session.

My summary of the situation is that the conference had too much to
discuss in too short a time. There was so much to talk about, so many
points of view to do justice to, that at the end members were still sorting
out the main contestants and beginning to recognize the issues. Neverthe-
less when I cam2 to review it T thought it had done part of what it set out
to do: it did p:upuint the issues which preoccupy people; it did reach
consensus in soume rather negative ways about what should not be done. It
did bring into contact pecple who othorwise rarely meet am-get them to
sharv their ideas, 1t seems to me to have generated enough ideas and
enthusiasm to be worth pursuing further, which is why after initial doubt
I think it worth whilc to write this report.




1I1. THE CASE FOR INTEGRATION

Philip Aorams, Prolzssor of Sociology from the University of Durham, opened
the conference by preseuting the case for integrating the social sciences
ar school level. Professor Abrams was an obvious choice for this task as
he has had a long-standing interest in such an alternative to the present
A-level sociology syllabus, and is probably best known to members of the
conference through his article in New Society . He had also worked out an
interesting scheme for an integrated course which had been discussed by a
small group of interested people on a previous occasion. Professor Abrams
focused his talks on some of the central problems raised by the statement
of 'aims and issues'.

The first set of questions is: In what sense can one integrate
the social sciences? To what extent will an integrated approach
rest on common ground between the disciplines? Or alternatively
to what extent must it highlight their differences? My reaction
to these questions is to feel that perhaps the problem is being
put the wrong way round, or at least too defensively; that the
question that should be asked is not, how can one integrate the
social sciences but how on earth can one legitimately not inte-
grate them, how can one justify the academic carving-up of a
unified concern - the study of man in society - into a series of
professedly distinct disciplines? Of course one can understand
why as a matter of intellectual history and administrative
convenience in universitics the fragmentation of the social
sciences should have occurred. But is there any good reason for
the product of a long process of intellectual opportunism to be
Lrcated today as though it were a law of nature? 1 should like
to think that we could treat the questior of whether the schools
should follow the pattern set by the univerzities as a genuinely
open one. Because there are some quite important reasons why in
this field the schools should in fact not follow the universities.

Professor Abrams went on t- deal with two objections to the idea of
integration. First, there was the difficulty of finding suitable teachers.
This he thought could be overcome in the present situation of changing degree
structrres and increasing use of teaw teaching in schools. The second
objection was thit the social : ienc. disciplines each have a scientific
integrity which skould be prescrved. He argued, however, that the differences
between disciplincs were chiefl, tiwwse of technical standards, and there was
a strong case for dewons' rating the wholeness of social processes, as well as
the distincines: f Jisceipr e

* P. Abrams, 'The trouble with school sociology', New Scientist, 31 October
1908.




If it is thought Jecicable te keep alive a sense of the whole-

ness of the social processes and sjituations of which the

particular socfal scicence disciplines typically study particular

bits, then the schocls vould seem to have an important part to

play in such a division of labour precisely in insisting that

learning, or un- .~lovment, or hooliganism, or old age, do have a

wheleness which is also a proper object of study. The case for .
integrating the social! sciences in the schools is not at all then,

as [ see it, a cose agaivst the scparation of the social sciences

in universities. Or not necessariiy that. -

He then went on to justify in some detail the promotior. of integrated
social sciences at school ievel:

The case rests on two main arguments which do have implications
for what goes on in univer:ities, however. There does need to be
sune neaningtul relatiounship between school social science and
social science :lsewhere. My sugrestion is simply that this
reiationship does not have to pe that of a mirror-image. The
idea of a division of labour is equally viable. And it can be
Justified in termrs of voth the subject-matter and the philosophy
of the social sciences. These are indeed the two main grounds in
terms of which an integrated approach would have to be justified.
An attempt to integrat. our ceaching seems to me to follow
naturally from any careful consideration of either the basic

mei hodological nroblems of the social sciences or the nature of
everyday life. ike it or not, ary =ctual course of instruction,
integrated or ctherwiseyhas Lo cxist somewhere in the middle
ground between very abstract questicas of methodelogy and very
paipable cxperiz:ces 0of society, And it necds to make sense from
both poiuts of view,

('_\

Profe.sor Abrans rhen discusscd the philosophical argument for
integration:

A recent colleciion ot napers such as Sociological Theory and
Phiiosopniiti Autlynis edited by Professors Emmet and MacIntyre®
males it pretty clear that unce: tainty still pievails both about
th. extent to wih.ch ili¢ sucial scieunces arce reaily sciences and
about the desree of inte!lectuss cutenomy which any particular

st ial science cua properly clain on vither substantive or method-
ol pical grounds in coiat.on to 2ary or all of the other social
geinnces,  [n tais situation a fqicly sragmatic approach, governed
fairly directly bv vrorr-ran consi-leriations of pedagogic

erpedlency seeny not area:onaecic,  Mere it possible to assert .
duthoany Ae ree o o, Tdence, erther that particular social
s¢ronees Lad deanasivaiod o lenr zutonomy and sufficiency in
Feapoct 1 tasore o e c-mattor and methods, or that the
secial weropees " tivel s were mapifestly sciences in the

ser oot Leang obiol !t dchivee theoretically grounded explanations
oot e s recare fields of subject-matter sithin
Lhon s owr cetht bt o tars of reference then the case for
teocuing the woe 7 e e 83 such, separately, in schools

woo b o serw Groony . But U in not possible to assert either of
thooo {hirps act there can therefere be little philosophical

ob o o aduigdey ot a teaching procedure which is

de vy s iy lietic and grounded in substantive problems rather
th. o §n discipliaes,

Q
ERIC. . ..

© % D, Emmett and A.Maclntyre (Macmillan, 197




He continued to elaborate his arguments Ly distinguishing between the
different social science disciplines:

What we have is not so much a set of social sciences as an array

of social disciplines. These disciplines fall into two groups
which can be called the open-ended and the restricted disciplines.
The former would include all those around and between which it is °
effectively impossible to draw either methodological or substantive
boundaries: history, anthropology and above all sociology. These
disciplines suffer from a necessary eclecticism of problems, theories
and methods, which denies them any convincing autonomy as sciences.
They constantly plunder the intellectual resources of other fields
of inquiry and in turn are themselves constantly plundered, giving
rise to new restricted disciplines. The restricted disciplines by
contrast, such as economics, demography, and archaeology are ones
which, having confined themselves for good or bad reasons to the
study of limited categories of data, have developed by cultivating
specific and esoteric techniques peculiarly appropriate for the
analysis of the subject-matter defined in this way. Whether one
regards psychology as one of the restricted sciences or follows
Runciman* in treating it as a potential master science in terms of
which the findings of other social sciences are theoretically
sustained is not too important in this context...

Pushing the case a bit, then, one could say that at present the

social scien:es are either not scienceg or not social. And that
their claims to be treated educationally as autonomous sciences

are not therefore automatically impressive...

Professor Abrams argued that for these reasons the scientific status of
the social disciplines should not be overstressed at an early stage; an
additional reason against doing so was that:

it creates all sorts of problems of identity for the would-be social
scientist which are not only very difficult to solve but possibly
irrelevant as well., Some time ago Bernard Crick wrote a valuable
article for New Societyt in which he urged that the image of the
scientist should play a smaller part in the self-conceptions of the
social scientist and that that of the lawyer should be emphasized
instead. Happily this view is gaining ground. It is increasingly
accepted, that we are not going to be able to produce many complete
explanations or solutions to problems, many logically closed
demonstrations of causal relationships between dependent and inde-
pendent variables, in these fields of study. All of Charles Booth's
labours could not produce a scientific demonstration of the necessity
of old-age pensions. Not only is our position today no stronger than
Booth's, it is misleading for us to believe that it is so. What can
be done, however, is to marshal very strong arguments for particular
cases from the close analysis of available evidence and by means of
agreed rules of procedure - and to require that alternative cases be
advanced with the same kind of cogency and rigour. And as Crick
points out this is actually a more dignified and valuable enterprise
than that of vainly pursuing the chimera of a self-evident social
science,

* W. G. Runciman, Sociology in its Place and other Essays (CUP, 1970).
t'What is truth in social science', New bociaty, 4 June 1964.
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Professor Abrams then went on to consider the basis for integration -
"Io what exteant sheuld it be possible to start from the questions sixth-
formers actually ask?'

The subject-matter [of the social sciences] does not present
itself to us in a disciplinary form but rather in the form of
more or less directly perceived problems. It wovld be nice to
be able to say that 1 know that this is how the social world
appears to students in sixth forms, Unfortunately we don't
know nearly as much as we should about the questions sixth-
forr.rs actually ask and when I say that the natural breakdown
of the zontent of the social sciences is not by disciplines

but by problems 1 am really speaking for myself. I1f I were a
sixthi-former I suspect that I would see the world in terms of
a scries of multi-faceted issues: employment, career, identity,
intiwacy, power, goodness and baduess, all sorts of possible
processes of becoming. No one discipline will deal with the
whole of any of these issues and from what I have already said
I hope it is clear that I don't tnink that there is any strong
a priori rase for saying that in the face of conflicting
definitions uf reality between the disciplines on the one hand
and prospective students on the other the disciplines should be
given precedence. Unemployment is for many in the final years
of school a personal trouble; it is also an economic problem;
but the economic problem is also a political problem, related
to decisions made within an agenda of political options about
the Jesirability of a slack labour market; again, it is a
psychological problem, particularly in a society where morale
and self-esteem are su closely tied to occupational roles; it
is a geographical and historical problem rooted to some extent
in the distribution of natural resources and the phasing of
industrialization; and in many senses it is a social problem,
embedded in the values and power structure of the society and
entailing complicated institutional arrangements for its
management or solution. In ail its acpects a phenomenon such
as uncmployment can be studied objectively, comparatively,
seientifically. Such studies will enormously clarify the social
meaning of unemployment and create an effective capacity to argue
about it. What more do we want?

A problem-centred curriculum

Tt seems to me then that both from the point of view of the
philosophical standing of the social sciences and from that of

the student's experience of the subject-matter of those sciences
the right thing to do is to start by selecting some substantive
problems, prehlematic questions about society, and then to

bombiard them with ail available methods. In this way one could
hope that the student would end up both with some real under-
standing of the tull complexity of at least some major social
problems and with sufficient awareness of the strategies of
explanation of the different social sciences for him to make
informed deci<jons about which, if any, of them are worth

pursuing in a more specialized, disciplinary way. Of course

there are awkward decisions to be made about which problems to
include in one's curriculum - although these are no more difficult
than the choices that would hav: io be made between disciplines

if one decided to proceed in a non-integrated way. I am not sure
that it matters very much what problems are included and personally
[ would let the choice be guided by two things: one's sense of
'the questions sixth-formers actually ask', in so far as it can




be at all well-inforwed, cad, more important, the extent

to which the selected problems can be studied by a
genuinely wide range of disciplines - the more disciplines
that can be effectively brought to bea: on a given probler,
the stronger the case for including ti..at problem in one's
curriculun. The ideal would be to highlight both the
methudological distinctiveness of the d¢- .iplines and their
substantive complementariness at the same time. This leaves
a fair range of problems to choose from of course. My own
selection, in addition to the question of employment and
unemp loyment, would be wealth and poverty, youth and age
and what might be called the process of becoming and being
bad (delinquent socialization).

Who i{s the curriculum for?

Professor Abrams then turned to a consideration of the students for
whom such a curriculum was envisaged. Sixth-formers were not a
homogeneous population, and with the raising of the school leaving
age there would be more diversity still. He identified at least four
possible categories of students:

those who would go on to study one or more specializec social
science at university;

those whu would go to university to study non-social-science
subjects:

those who may be potential social workers and social admin-
istrators;

and 'students who expect no further academic or applied involve-
ment with the social scierces, but who will nevertheless find
themselves in a succession of more or less intractable social
organizations and social relationships.’

Was it possible to construct one syllabus which would adequately
serve all these groups? He thought that the type of problem-centred
approrach which he nutlined could do this, {f it was effectively aimed
at the third category of students:

I° we put together a cyilabus sansitive to the concerned but
relatively unaisciplirary interests of this type of student

I thir: we could nlso satisfy the needs of each of the other
typer at this level, Ve ghould reach a maximum school
autience and at the cime tima leave the fisld clear for the
deve i anti of opesinlised .iscipline-barsed work in the uni-
ver:itics - avoining the kind of duplication of school and
univeruity courses which has been such a problem in economics.

Pris .opra-obh aleo has the Kreat advantage of creating a
menm--11y m-re scientiric zetting for both professional and
ia7 . ituane Lo the problems of social work and social

admintsteat ion. (ne of the thines which 18 badly needed in

this .ountre is any .ort of public culture and language to

cerve i s medtum for the widespread discussion of social

poli:y issuns. It is this which I cee as the long=-run contri-
buti. o n problemg-and-methods~based social science

curs i+ -lum in echcolss What would be shared in such a culture
wouli ot course be a teaknical capacity to apprehenui, ana a
moral acce, tance of the credibility of certain modes of inguiry,
not rupstantive mastery of any particular bodies of knowledge.
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This, he thought, was the rivght answer to the question before the
conference, 'On what basis sheuld integration take place?! Finally,
Professor Abrams turned to what he considered to be the important
substantive core vl a schoul syllaous:

The social scivr-es may be viewed as a difiuse, many-sided
effort to reconceptualize the comnon-sense experience of

what is prohlematic In socicty in the terms of science. Two
properties ol that experience can be said to be pervasively

and fundamentally problematic, to constitute, at least in a
historical sense, the root problems of the social sciences.
These are, on the one hand, the ceality of society and, on

the other, the meaning of personal action., Perhaps the

clearest general statement of the theoretical centrality of
these problems of fact and meaning, constraint and purpose,

in the social sciences is still to be found in Hobbes'
Leviathan. What we have done since Hobbes, is to make great
progress in the business of identifying and explaining

specitic manifestations ol these basic properties of social
experience in the terms of science. Works like The Social

Order of th. Slum by Suttles, or Bowlby's Attachment and Loss,
or Soulsid: by Hlnnertz, or Gardiner's The Politics of
Corruptlon cLarx‘y the relatedness of fact and meaning in

given social scttings with dramatic cogency*., But they do so
because in addition to being addressed directly to this central
issue of the social sciences they intrude a strict language of
scientific conceptualization and 2valuation between the issue
and the everyday understanding of it  This fusion of substance
and method should surely be a primary strategic objective for

a sixth-foim syllabus., There is no point in teaching the social
scirnces at all unless at the end of the course one has
established the heuristic power of the proccdures of science, at
least In a poneral sense and supported by the offective analysis
of some specitic probjems, For this reason I would be inclined
to think that having made a concession to common sense and every-
day experience in one's choice of subject-matter one should then
be tairly ruthless in proceeding at once to fairly abstract,
es'teric and cvifiecule metio' of analynin. The social science
syllabus 11 it goels 1nto the school curriculum at all will
ceviajnly gt only limited time. If one is really to do justice
to any nuwber of disciplines it will be necessary not only to be
very selective in one's choice of substantive problems but also,

ha:ing in ¢ rense gone n at che shallow end, so far as subject-
matler 1s concerred, to plunge straight into the deep end when it
comes to mcethodology - Lo recognize that this is where the real
learniny eitort will have to be made. Fortunately this procedure
is aot juwr the one that recommends itself{ on grounds of practical
convepnience, 1L ie also the one that seems most likely to make
possthite e by ferrniigg that vill explain why an integrated
Seodal ceree syllabue was worth attempting in the first place,
< The Soci.. Order -t the Sium: Ethoicity and Territory in the Inner City
by ¢, D. Suttles "*0dies in Urban Sociology, University of Chicago Press,
1969): Attachmeat aid Less by J. Bowlby (Hogarth T ess and Institute of
Peycho-ana ~sis, 19069); Goulside: fnquiries into Chetto Culture and
Community “ V. lironerty (Columbia University Press, 1971); and The

Pelitics ot Corruption hy J. A. Gardiner (Russell Sage Foundation, 1970),




1II. THE NATURE AND LOGIC OF INTEGRATION

The three speakers who had been invited to explore this issue, came from
three different areas of education: secondary school, university, and
further cducation. All had experience of the processes involved in
planning integrated courses, which it was thought would provide useful
comparative study for possible work at sixth-form level.

Work at Thomas Bennett School, Crawley*

Peter Mitchell was able to tell the conference about a most carefully
thought out secondary-school interdisciplinary course organized for the
fourth and fifth years at Thomas Rennett School. It is reproduced very
fully here as it raises many of the issues which would be involved in a
similar enterprise in the sixth form.

He started by describing the context in which the new curriculum was
developed. Thomas Bennett is a very large mixed comprehensive school,
'uncreamed' which had initially been run as if it was a large streamed
grammar school. 1In the last six years some major changes had been
implemented, notably the teaching of the first year in four house groups;
this allowed {or mixed ability teaching and the organization of a faculty
structure within which it became possible for individual subject depart-
ments to co-operate mcre fully.,

The course to be described was developed within the humanities faculty,
which grouped together history and social science, geography, home economics
and reliyious education. At first an integrated curriculum was confined to
lower abiiity fourth- and fifth-year children avnd was designed to meet the
new demands created by the raising of the school leaving age; but this was
soon seen as unsatisfactory, not least because it was a way of using the
curriculum to divide children of different abilities. It did, however,
initiate the idea of staff working as a team, and clarified the need to
expand the social science department to include, 'one anthropologist-cum-
sociologist, one vconomist-cum-sociologist and one sociologist and one
psychologist' - a range of disciplines made possible by the size of the
school.

Peter Mitchell went on to describe the development three years ago of
the present course, covering children of all levels of ability. Of particular
relevance to this confercnce is his discussion of the relation between the
disciplincs:

Peter Mitchell wished tu acknowledge the contribution of Mr John Beck in
the preparation of his paper.
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We were determined to pursue the idea ot the common curriculum
represent iy historyv, yeography and social sciences and thus tu
avoid o proitterarion o supgle soclal science disciplines that
would be sel against historv and geography in a system of
curriculum options, Underlying our planning was the idea that
we could help children deve!op a greater knowledge and under-
standing ot their contemporary society and other societies if
the disciplines o! history, geography, economics, sociology,
anthropology and psychology were co-ordinated in a programme
that reflected the interrelat onchips that ex.st between thewe
disciplines. This coming together of the disciplines, does not,
as is somctimes cupposed, mean a loss of identity for the
disciplines but .ecessitates a thoughtful consideration of their
structure, Structure is used here to mean firstly, the body of
concepts which defines the subject-matter of the discipline and
conirols its inquiries and secondly, the validation process or
inquiry wcihod uscd by the discipline. We spent one year planning
the humanities programme and our first important problem arose
over the association of history with social science within {itc.
The very use of the title 'humanities faculty' is deceptive
becuse of the ex:lusion of English literature and the inclusion
of social scieunce,

Therc were members of the history department who felt history
should define its place in the curriculum alongside English where
its literary and artistic qualities could realize their importance
as romponents in historical studies. Comparable with this idea
was the argument that the models used in some social science
studies are by their very nature exclusive of particulars and

they are thus onlv of marginal value to the study of unique events
in historv. Many social scientists may read into these arguments
a desire tor self preservation by historians who, with no clearly

“defined conceptual framework, fear that the questions they ask may

be subsumed by questions asked ir. more clearly defined discipline
stiuctures, namely the social sciences. There is no doubt that
this is a premature fear, but there remains a persistent wariness
between social scientists on the one hand and students of history
and literature on the other., To sce social science as exclusively
con.crned with quantifying aspects of human behaviour reducing men
to -haracters within an allegory is, however, as unrepresentative
a picture of social gcience as the picture of the historian being
exclusively anthropomorphic about men, seeking out only the unique
feat:rres of man's past behaviour and experience. The points of
similarity between history and the social sciences are as much in
nee! of empiisis a8 are the distinctions 1 have drawn. The
historian's concern with many fundamental social science concepts
and his use of techniques of inquiry associated with the social
scicoces 1s not surprisingly prevalent todry in econemic, soclal
and demographic historv., 1n developing a humanities programme we
have been concerned with drawing out these points of distinction

and similarity and our liopes for the inture of the programne ate
enhanced by the teeling that the assceiation of history with the
social sciences will enable us to develop, for the child, a more

balanced undirstanding of the content chosen for study than would
have been the case {f we had concerned ourselves exclusively with
either of the dicclpline arcas mentioned to the arbitary exciusion
of the other,



He then considered the reasurs tor introducing social science into the
curriculum including a detailed justification for the inclusion of social
anthropulogy:

Our decision to introduce social science into the curriculum came
initially from an awareness that religious studies, history and
literature were between them inadequately meeting the need for
children to be cquipped to make their personal judgements about
choices on moral, political and religious issues, with a clear
understanding of the personii and social consequences of the
ramifications of such choices. This is one of the three principal
ajms tor including sociual science in the curriculum, the other two
being, first rthe nead Lo equip students to understand as completely
as possible the nature of the society in which they are living, as
well as the scecieties amougst which they are living in a shrinking
world; and second, the need to understand the place of the individual
in society: how social forces atfect individuals and how individuals
affect social change. The social sciences have developed a body of
distinctive concepts and patterns of understanding centrally
relevant to these aims. We consider these aims appropriate in a
society characterized by a variety of value systems, and at a time
of heightened social change. 1t is also appropriate to emphasize
that thc content of the curriculum is a matter of value judgements
rather than an empirical or logical matter. Having defined three
important curriculum aims for our school, we have judged the
inclusion of social science to be essential if we are to meet these
aims. :

0t the social sciences, the contribution of social anthropology is
perhaps least understood and yet in many American social studies
projects such as Bruner's course on 'man',* cross cultural studies
form an integral part of the course, How can social anthropology
help us to ment our aims?t It firstly introduces children to know-
ledge about pre-industrial non--Furopean societies putting emphasis

on eithnegraphic data cather than on the interpretations of anthro-
pologists, 1In sc doing, it has tne potential of eroding ethnocentri-
cism (anthropolugists' jargon meaning 'the prevailing illusion tha:
one's own socicty and culture is the only one that really matters

and that one can analyse all others quite readily in terms of values
and categories of the west'). Thus a more detached attitude to
western as well as exotic societies may be developed, based upon a
solid respect for evidence, Children can be helped to examine their
own prejudices yrom a new standpoint, e.g. gross prejudices such as
'wogs are ignorant, uncivilized and don't know how to behave decently'
(in terms of our cultural standards) and more concealed and pervasive
prejudices, e.y. that their own individual system of values and ideas
is natural and scli evidently right. The point is that they do feel
natural and right: we have been socialized into them. But it is
salutary to compare the socialization process in other cultures with
that in our own.

Social anthropology ie pacvticuloriy well equipped for tne role of

e ¢ ~ oo o .

Jerome Bruner, Man: a Coursce of Study (Education Development Center,
Cambridge. Massachusetts, .94, ).

I Thesc arguments for includiog anthropology in the curriculum are based
upon the concliusion of a meeting of the Royal Anthropologis:s Society at LSE
in 1964,




assisting studeats to examine the grounds of their most basic
and often unconscious assumptions precisely because it deals
with examples that are remote and exotic. It is for this
purpose that Bruner has used anthropology. The studies of
exotic peoples impersonalize the problem to some extent and
consequently dJdisarm resistance. This can help the assimilation
of sociological data which may meet resistance because it
involves an element of self discovery.

This comparative perspective offered by anthropology may be
seen as complementary to the temporal perspective of the
historian. Both encourage the same critical examination of
ourselves, our assumptions, and current trends.

A second contribution of anthropology lies in tha study of
small-gscale socicties, which may help to illustra.e what society
is and how it is structured and organized more rexdily than
through the study of fragments of large complex {ndustrial omes.
Thirdly the variety of cultural data enables antaropologists to
analyse comparatively the different ways by which Aifferent
peoples meet the essential requirements of survival as human
societies; that is to show the general principles vnderlying
the uniqueness of each society, It is in this respect that it
is difficult to make any useful distinction between social
anthropology and sociology: both use the same set of inter-
related concepts to analyse their data.

After a discussion of the pupils for whom “he course was designed -
'we had in mind a terminal course for those who would have little further
opportunity to discuss the issue involved'- Mr Mitchell turned to a
consideration of what he called course objectives, which he distinguished
from general aims:

Statements made about general aims are a general declaration of
intent which gives direction to the teaching programme and helps
to clarify why we tcach social science and history. When we come
to think in terms of what will have been achieved when the
programme has been taught we are thinking in terms of course
objectives, An important reason for introducing curriculum inno=-
vation in the fourth and the fifth years was our dissatisfaction
with what pupils had achieved at the completion of Mode I on
history, geography and commerce. This is achievement in terms

of cognitive development and not in terms of grades. The breadth
of content to be covered forced teachers to use an excessive
depree of didactic teaching thus stifling the pupils' initiative
in the learning situation. This is a generalization which may be
challenged but in schools with pupils of less than the highest
ability, who feel it their responsibility to help their pupils to
high grades, it usually holds true. It was clear to us that the
humanities prograrme would necessitate a wider range of modes of
learning than our previous teaching; our intention to be more
explicit about attitudes aud values, for example, draws attention
to the need for pupils to have the opportunity for discussion.

In considering the structures of disciplines in the programme we
clarified the twin importance of concepts and validation process.




Without an understanding of social science concepts such as
'socialization', 'role' and 'social stratification', pupils
would be unable to undertake inguiries with any degree of
independeace.  To achieve an understanding of these concepts
while beiny, aware of a neced to test assumptions about them

is thus a ciitical first objective, The development of inquiry
8kills was specified as our second objective being drawn again
{rom our original consideration of the structures of disciplines.
Lists of cognitive skills by such curriculum experts as Bloom*
apply to the thought processes in all disciplines. Our special
concern with the social sciences and history emphasized the
need to specify those elements of cognitive learning which were
part of the proof process empioyed by the social sciences and
to organize them into sequential and coherent steps. This mode
of inquiry is outlined in 'Steps in the mode of enquiry for
social studies' ([see Appendix AJ. Those of you familiir with
work of Fentoni will recognize it as the one developed at the
Carnegie Curriculum Centre. It will be clear that we have
assumed that while social sciences are divided on the basis of
of their subject-matter they are united by their methods of
inquiry. To summarjize, we have committed ourselves to emphasizing
the teaching of ways of working rather than the acquisition of
knowladge although I trust it is ciear that the choice of sub-
stantive areas for study will remain crucial for the success of
the programme,

Mr Mitchell then raised some nf the di{ficulties involved in embarking
on & 'methods' course in the fourth and fifth years:

Curriculum planning should involve organizing learning not only
within topics studied but within the whole programme and within
the three secondary school years prior to the programme. By
innovatic; in the fourth and fifth years, we neglected the importance
of learning in the years prior to the programme and being conscious
of the children's inadequate preparation for irquiry, we have had to
restrict the opportunity for free inquiry, putting the emphasis on
guided inquiry. As a mode of learning, guided inquiry, whereby
children are presented witih evidence through which teacher-produced
worksheets gulde them, has also been prominent because children had
had no previous opportunity to use and understand the concepts of
social science, We thus wished to be fairly systematic in the way

. in which we asse:sed the usefulness of the evidence studied for
develcping an understanding of these social science concepts. You
will no doubt appreciate the fact that materials from sociology,
anthropology and psychology that have been shown to be of value in
the secondary schools are few in number. Perhaps predictably we
have alsy met with problems of developing a conceptual understanding
of so:ial science studles with children we define as lower ability.
The stereotypcd patteras of behaviour and attitudes of work of these
childron, tich we hoped would to some extent be offset by being
embraced within a common programme for all children, are conditioned
by thele evpericnces as lower block children in their first three

: B. S. Bloom {ed,), Taxonomy of Educational Obje~tives: the Classification
of Eiucational (ioals. Handbook 1: Cognitive Domain (Longmans Green, 1956).

POl

! . Fenton Teaching the New Social Studies in Secondary Schools (Holt,
Rinehart & Winston, 1966).




vears in the schoel, Nevertheless, we have been awnre that
some of our it culties result Crom over emphasis on written
evidence and a reluctance to explore 'common-sense' intro-
ductions to themes under study.

He then gave us an e¢xposition of the way in which the course was .
organized, which involved three basic modes of presentation:

(1) Key lessons which were lecture sessions in which topics were .
introduced -~ 'lUsually prepared by the specialist in a
particular discipline and include the use of a variety of
media in the form of slides, overhead projector transparencies,
etc.’

(2) The guided inquiry already mentioned, consisting of evidence
in a varicty of forms including ethnographic data, statistics,
the reports of surveys by sociologists, newspapers, etc. Each
plece of evidence was accompanied by worksheets, which
suggested types of questions which could be put in order to
analyse, evaluate and interpret the data.

(3) The third important mode of learning involved project work
or free inquiries. These were undertaken towards the end of
the first two terms in the fourth year and were scen as
essential in giving pupils confidence to inquire independently
into subjccts they have some control over. All three modes of
inquiry were¢ used again in the fifth year and Mr Mitchell
described the difficulty that had been experienced in balancing
the use of each; in particular in making project work a fruit-
ful mode of learning an inquiry method.

Final discussion of the Thomas Bennett course deait with an aspect
relevant to the developme::nt of the social sciences at all levels - the
need for a resource centre and the problems of gathering suitable resources.
At the Thomas Bennett School they had gathered twenty kits of materials to
support the programmne, which bad to be stored in a suitable way for use ir
an interdisciplinary course and be available to a large number of pupils.

The initiative we are looking for from the pupils demands a
resource centre capable ot storing written evidence, slides and
tapes and providing facilities for individual learning. It is
impossible to underestimate the importance of the working environ-
ment to the successful teaching of inquiry methods. Specialist
rooms are traditionally provided for geography but the concept
must now be applied to history and the social sciences. An analogy
may be draJn with the existing situation in natural sciences where
laboratorics arc considered essential to the teaching of inductive
inquiry. Pupils will have #ccess to the resource centre, which
will bo the permanent home for all materials; it is also intended

thit kits f weterials will be transferred to classrooms on
trolleys 1ot will convert the classroom into an extension of the
tesource cortre.  In this way classrooms will have a comparable
function t-. that of a laboratory. As I have already implied, the

cotlection 1 ap;ropriate materials, for inclusion in the resource

centre, is & prerequisite for successful inquiry. The use of

documents 11 the new history publications is an encouraging trend

that guggests that support for historical inquiries in schools is
Q improving. The situation in social science is less helpful,
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particularly if a school vigshes to integrate the teaching ot
sociuiogy, anthropolony and psychology, Knowinyg whewe to fiad
the mosr apprepriate ethnopraphic material and how to present
it so that it is comprehznded, while reraining its original
idea:, values, etc., is a tasgk for the specialist., An important
distinctjon needs to be drswn beiween the act of curriculum

- planning, which specities the way in which innovation of this
kind can be planned so that such importan® considerations as
axtinitlon of sims, ohjectives, teaching wedis and pattern of
learning can he mide ana the a~t of defining the cuntent to be
taught and organizipg this content in sequence appropridte to the
patteras of learning spacified. The latter task is the one I
wish to emphasize as appropriate to the specialists in the
disciplines involved in the curriculum innovation. The strength
cf much american innovation in history and the social sciences
has been its ability to draw on the support of university
soecialists ip these disciplines.

Mr Mitchell concluded his talk by making some observations directly
-related ro sivth.-form social sciences. He started by raising the issue
discussed by Profegsor Abrams - that of the velation between school and
university coursez:

Discussing tie development of a social seience course at advanced
leve)l reflects thesneed to ronsider the arbitrary choices which
would be made by pupils if social science disciplines continued
to expand at advanced ievel. There is also the gr-ater possibil-
ity of the single disciplines over-formalizing content and in the
search {or respectability developing courses which overlap with
fivst-year university work. Psychology as a single advanced
level discipline has recent)y been introduced, as an advanced
level course at Thomas Beanett School and after one year of
running rhe course we are haviag to restrict its teaching to
oniy 4 smail number of pupils with ability in maths and biology.
This implies the restriction of this course ton a minority of those
advarced level students who would express an interest in sccial
science studies in the sixth form. An interdisciplinary methods-
based course would improve the relationship hetween sixth-form
and university work by emphasizing the preparation of students for
the greater autonomy they will have in their studies when they go
to university, college, etc. It would be unfortunate if the
criticisms of audvanced level courses in economics and government.,
* expressed by many university dons, were to be generally extended
te all advanced courses in the social sciences,

He also raised an issue which became of great significance in the reat of
the conference, that of the lack of consensus within and between social
science disciplines as to their nature and perspectives. Due tn the need
te limit the course to one-third of the advanced level programme, he
suggested restricting it to sociology, social anthropnlogy and social
psyctoiogy:

In the early development of such a course it would only he possible
to consider it as one-third of the advanced level programme taken
by the majority of students, giving ft parity of importance with
the single disciplines already established in the sixth-Sorm




curviculum. 11 such 4 conrse is to avoid superticrality the range

ot content to be revered will have 1o be narrower than in convepr-

tienal advanced Jevel courses.  Even by enphasizing methodological

common ground it could not hope to cover adequately economics

wr large sectioms Nf psychology: at Thomas Bennett with exami-

nation provision of three O-leve) grades, we have not etiectively

included psychology nor physical geography. Exploring the range .
of disciplines to be irvinded will inevitably suggest a number

of alterpative combination-: the quality of work in the

disciplines should be anhaared by asseoniation with other disci- .
plines in the chosen combination., In other words it should be

a natural ~oming togcther where concepts are at times shared,

where fresh perspectives help new insights and in particular

where the comparative element in social science studies is

strengthened; 1 would suggest that such a combination is repre-

sarted by socioclogy, social anthropology and social psychology,

The preseat discussions within sociology on the subject of methods
of research suggests that important consideration will have to be
given to the question of excluding incompatible approaches within
social science. Such distinctions would be points for cmphasis

ir a methods-based social science course in much the same way és
the [distinctions btetween the inquiries of different kinds of
historians would h2 drawn out should a methods cource be aeveloped
in advanced level history,

Finally some general considerations which put the subject within the
context of general educational change:

Interdisciplinary work inevitably means working to some extent
outside one's discipline, and if social science teachers are to
feel secure in the substantive areas thev are teaching some choice
of content must be built into the course.

Many of the changes currently being experienced in secondary schools
are embodied in the tvpe of jinnovation under discussion. The idea
of lisciplines being in upen relationship to one another and the
emphasis on ways of kndywing by pupils are important in themselves
but they ai-o siyuily that relationships betweer. teachers are
changing more towards team teaching, with joint exercises in course
planning, material production and evaluation. They also signify a
changing relationghip hetween teacher and child, with the cbild
seeing his own role as demanding greater initiative and planning

in the learning situation. 1 emphasize the ramifications of the
innovation so that it is seen in the context of general educational
change rather than as a concern exclusively related to social science

Conment

Peter Mitchell presented a most lucid acrount of the process of curriculum
change in his schoel, Many people will have become aware, perhaps ruefully,
of the extent of resources and range of speecialist talent which had gone
into the development of this course., It was able to develop in a favourahie
structural context with strong support from the headmaster and thus an
availability of time, money and matetrials jnaccessible to many teachers,
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the course h&c buva o L oL WL wlas Lo/ aad ‘norOughness yet even in
this somew at o, . o - .- v wras o oomae n terms of the
content and u.no. .. oy o4 . e over into pragmatic considerations

such as: what :.ny iy wele uaned cooether in rhe faculty , what did the
historians tuini .. ..0x 2 oo . cooeat.sts and .ice versa?

. There arc tivi.- -rocizme ~.iiil oy Lo wiica are taxen up for
discussion lacer: [i:3' o o coi. wifiic 'L:y raised Ly the existence
of incompativie > ez .o wiiis 7€ social .ciences., 1s it really

. possible to exciuso ..~ ir;:oa;;cJ cr conversely 1e it possidble
to avoid them? 1. sus Lo i Uis Jadr oo The punils, who escape
confusion ouly Lucius: tae . sor 4 distes-ed nictiure of what they are
studying?

Second, the diff culty of Lislan o course on the 'methods of
the soclal sclear:. & .+ 4 ' .54 La witict these methods are
currently being -ieat saes, i oo caratively sanlor pupils with
little bacxgrouad L poLovescisel aaziing iu tiaerr ear.ier
curriculum. This & ff.:: 2y . Laciczee che need to plan a sixth-form
course in reldcin, o Sae ¢arlisam’s ol secondary-school experience.

Third, the ver  eicitia; emphs i+ on the contribution of soctal
anthropology t= =« v.:i-i solaace ¢ ~.gio.. 1 would endorse what
Peter Mitcheli warss av- .t 1. - .3° iries, tor [ helieve as he does,
that its inciusion is «r c8senc.a’ 2ar: of iav 1at.grated social
science course. Mol ot Crroow o L0 koo arcaropology is still
a matter for res:e~.n v fhe e . oqpe of cultable source materials,
and our lack of expos o i e chaee vhe selicct at school level,
We hope that by - ¢ L, LuomZeacidl from other cultures
we Will heip to crecl e Lciioreism, %0 Tt is possible we may
inadvertently inere .o 0w e ont them w ch dccounts of customs
and practices which 0 0 o o0t Chen, or wiiel at least reinforce
thelr preconcep on. bav . Tep L re 'so dill'erent as to be
unnatural', Su... . . Bt ¢ tworoare booade or a skilled and
sensitive snecia.i»., 4 -5 . 421y avezjatue in many schools,
Care needs . "+ (. .r. i+ ;¢ el o swucce nateirals, and in
dealing nos.t.~ v . -t. i .7 e (re acouse, 14 the kind of
cognitive ivacnin, &+ v o viadl s empharized in this
description o L Tinmie Toirneit ctree.

The Open o+ . souae_inia Social Sciences:
A lnse ot o e bsh K osrtegedation
Peter Mlicche . .. et ©oeo iohie drake or the Open
Univergi. v wao G . - -~ -lictory social science
Cours. &t .o, o et sy talk by referring
to the inceoie i . 1+ - : . ¢ e o lakerdisciplinary courses
in social sciea o
Q
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He went on LUy uwisCuss sume OF AT reasons WYy BuCCessSiul courses are
$0 hard te produce - reason ., an e SAE D eapindsice later, to do with the
organization of knowiedge 1n this country - and then launched into an
account of the aims of the Open University Course 'Understanding Society'
and some of the constraints on its shaping;

The overriding goal of the youndation Course 'Understanding
Society' was to develop amongst our students the rudiments of

what I call 'social science literacy'. The analogy is, of course,
with the conventional concept of 'literacy'. wWith literacy comes

@ restructuring of the world. The ability to read and write is

one of the fundamental skills, so fundamental that one can scarcely
imagine an existence in a modern community without it. To suggest
that an acquaintance with the insights und the methods of social
science involves an equally traumatic change in one's position,
would be presumptuous. Nevertheless there are a number of wvays by
which social science does remodel an individual's perception of

the world around him. For instance the social scientist's
insistence on a nuuerical or quantitative analysis of human
Phenomena, as opposcd to an impressionistic, often merely anecdotal
one, is potentially revolutionary. The ability to generate and
test hypotheses is ancther equally important skill. The concern
with the precise use of concepts and the constant questioning of
the conventional wisdom are both subversive acts in the context of
any society.,

We have sought then, in 'Understanding Society', to carry students
through the ABCs (it is after all a Foundation Course) of social
science. We have done it by introducing them to the aims, the
methods and some of the findings of various social sciences. We
have tried to show what they have done, what they can or cannot do,
and what the future {s likely to bring. wWe have tried to do this
within an esscatially interdisciplinary context - rather than a
multidisciplinary one. 1In a multidisciplinary course the discie
plines are presented in their own right. Any connexion between
them is often arbitrary; for ingtance, so many hours of one, so
many of another., 1In an interdisciplinary course, on the other hand,
the disciplincs are not taught in their own right, they are used as
vehicles for a goal which subsumes them in some way., As I have
indicated our goal was to raise the social science literacy rate.
This ideal of an interdisciplinary aporoach - I must confess now
that it was an ideai t“at was attained only partially - had seversl
implications.

The tirst of these was that neither the number nor the nature of
the disciplines weas particularly important. As it happens the
team which prepared 'Understanding Society' contained five
disciplines: tconomics, geography, government, psychology, and
sociolagy. Lut this was par:.iy fortuitous; for instance until a
very late stage. th: planning committee had thought of having
geogruphy in the iiumunities Faculty, I myself feel that social
sciences could vqually easi'y accommodate history - now in the
Humanities Facuity - or statistics, which is now in Mathematics.




What was important then was not tihe numher or the nature of the
discipiines contributing to the cource, but what they did. At
the Open University this was determined partly by the course team,
partly by other authorities. An instance of the latter is that

the course as a whole should nor involve the students in more than
360 hours work:. an average, thot is, of 10 hours a week over 36
weeks., The course team ‘tself also imposed particular constraints
on its various members. For iustance the geographers were to
present their contribution only from the field of human geography:
the psychologists were largely confined tn socia! psychology: the
sociologists' role was to cement together the contributions of the
various other disciplines. Thus, for instance, they produced a
unit (the term given to a week's work) on the sociology of economic
behaviour which came after the micro-economic and before the macro-
economic units. They also produced one on social stratification
that was sandwiched between a unit on the distribution of income,
and another on the psychoiogy of social class.

The effect of these, and other constraints. was to force the disci-
pPlines out of character. They were bent and twisted - tortured,
some would say - in order to mee. the overriding goal of the course.
Naturally when brought together in this way they appear inelegant,
stark, even ungainly: the logic of their normal presentation is
destroyed. The effect of interdisciplinary andeavour is to cut
across disciplines, rub their edges raw. Hopefully, after some
years, the new structure will have a logic of its own - but,
initially the interdisciplinary course, like the American frontier
towr, i8s not a pretty sight,

Finally it was felt that an essential element of social science
endeavour was to produce laws applicable to 'man in society', not to
particular men in particular societies, Of course this is a dream,
unrealizable some would say, and at present there is very littie
general theory that is not either culture or time bound. But the
aim remains. So the 'Understanding Society' course team decided to
try and avoid the 'ethnocentric trap' and wherever possible draw
iliustrations and develop ideas in a non-British, often even & non-
Western context. It is interesting that although this was the aim,
the course as a whole has a very 'Western’' stamp about it!

An outline of the course

The course is designed to cover 36 weeks, Each week involves
the study of a particular tcpic. An indication of what topics
are being studied when can be gathered from the following list.

Section 1. Why do people live in societies?

Week

1 The fundamentals of human nature Psychology
Instinctive and
learned behaviour,
Man's drives and
their zelation to
societies.

- 1



2 Men ana government rolitical Science
' The political
philosopher's view
of the effacts of
living under govern-
ment and of various .
types of governments

J The economic basis of soclety Eccnomics
'Market' and 'command'
economics

4 Societies and environments Geograph

The relation between
societies and their
physical environment A

5 Man as a socia’ animal Sociolo
The examination of
two contrast.ng
societies. The need
to relate -~ onomic,
political and
territorial facets of
behaviour, ‘

Section 2. How do people live in societies?

Socialization

6 Child socialization

7 Personality development

8 Attitudes and prejudice

9 The family and its functions
Economy and society

10 Economic wants

11 Production and supply

12 Markets and prices

13 The sociology of economic behaviour
Money, wealth and class *

14 The workings of the ecouomy

15 Money

16 Distribution of incomes

17 Social stratification ‘

18 The psychology of social class

Spatial aspects of societz
19

Rural land use

20 Location of industry
21 Zoning within cities
22 The size and spacing of settlements

23 Approaches to political geography




Covernment and politics

24 The formal structure of government

25 Informal political institutions

26 Covernment and politics without the state
27 (1) Political culture, (ii) Politics and

political systems
28 Politics in groups

Stabilit change and conflict

29 Stability and function in society
30 Social change in society
31 Stability and change in social groups

Section 3. What kind of probiems do people face in societies?

The 'population explosion': an interdisciplinary approach

32 The demographer and his world Demography
The importance of precise
methodology and evaluation
of data

33 Demngrapnic regions of the Indian sub-continent
Geography
The spatial context of
demographic change

T Econcmic implications of rapid populaticn growth
' Economics
In relation to under-
developed economies

35 Social and political implications of rapid population growth
Sociolo
Relates back to work on
the family and the inter-
relations and complexity
of human experience

36 The diffusion and acceptance of change
Social gsxchology. case
studx

A family planning programme
in India. Relates to studies
of socialization, attitude
change, and group behaviour.

Professor Drake elaborated on this outline by pointing out how it fell
into three parts, each subsumed under a particular question, and how the
second section differed from the first and third,
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He

Frankly this middle secrion is a ° i¢i- rather than an inter-
disciplinary exercise. You wiili ...ice rhat sometimes for two
or three weeks a parcicular discipiine is allowed to 'do its
thing'. However, even here there is & certain ordering of
uaits, intended to give some structure, and hence a logic, to
the section. For example thers is broadly speaking a movement
from micro- to macro-analysis. hoth within blocks and within

the sections as a whole. it may also be noticed that the actual
presentation of the insighis of particuiar disciplines is by no
means haphazard,

then turned to the rationale behind the first and third units:

We see in the former ajl the dlscinlines coming together to
answer an academic question (using 'academic' here in the
pejorative sense) of why people live in societies. The question
itself is not uspecially exciting and with hindsight we now feel
we could have done somewhat better. llovever, it does pruvide a
means of introducing the five disciplines that together form the
academic backbone of the course. No attempt is made tu mute the
differences between the aisciplines, but to avoid, so far as
possible, their presenting themselves in a random fashion, they
are obliged to focus on a common question - why do people live
in societies? This question provides a framework and a ref-
erence point for the discussion. The coherence of the block is
further reinforced by its layout. 1In the middle weeks, politics,
economics and geography each deal with single facets of man's
behaviour: man the political animal, man the economic animal,
man the territorial animal. 1Ip the first and fifth weeks,
however, man the socisl animal is examined - a composite creature.
In the fifth week we see how fcr thn sociologist, the sucial
animal is a given, but in the first week a psychologist shows
how for him it is preciselvy tae combination of the social and
the animal characteriscics of man that provide him with one of
his main gubjects of research. in other words what is an assump-
tion for one discipline (in this case sociology) is often the
subject matter of another (in rhis case psychology). These
approaches to the study of mar in society are also discussed in
the five radio programmes associated with this section of the
course. These are en entity in themselves designed to provide

@ parallel introductory overviaw of che social sciences and
dwell more on the origine >f the different disciplines, their
methods of inquiry, their succ:gs and failures 8o far, and
possibie future developments in tiem. {For illustrations of the
approach see tte second column of *the cutline cf the course,
Section 1.) :

In the third and final gection of the course we turn to consider
another kind of problem, or serics of probiems, agsociated with
the 'population explosioa'. Unlike Lhe 'academic problem' of
Section 1, the problems examired he-e indicate the sensitivity
of the social scientist - no matter wnat his discipline - to
problems of immrdiste public concern. To enhance further the
unity of treatment there is a commion emphasis on the population
problems of the Indian sub-coniinent., As this section occupies
the closing weeks of the coursc, unit wuthors have frequently
used the phenomenon of the 'populatior explosion' to point up




some of the main features of earlier blocks. We did not want to
do this merely by repeating them, but rather by illustrating them
in 2 new context. (The way in which this is done is shown by the
exposition in the second column of the outline of the course,
Section 3.)

. Finally Protessor Drake turned away from questions of 'nature and
logic' to what he called 'problems of production'. Some of these were
peculiar to the Open University, which has the problem of teaching large
numbers of mostly invisible students through a variety of media. Others
are general, however, and echo points raised already:

First there are the problems associated with the fact that due to
the long history of specialization in this country and to the fact
that the brightest students have specialized most, one can only
really produce interdisciplinary courses by bringing a number of
People together. Inevitably they bring with them different skills,
di fferent experiences. Some are old, some are young. Some have
taught adults, some only students of a conventional age. Some are
arrogant, others excessively modest. Naturally there are clashes
of temperament. The final content of the interdisciplinary course
often, I fear, reflects these factors as much as the academic ideals
which supposedly underpin it,

Secondly because the interdisciplinary course involves co-operation
it reduces the autonomy of the individual teacher and imposes on
him a discipline, with regard to the presentation of his materials,
that he normally avoids. His writing is now public, his teaching
technique is now open for all (at least all his colleagues) to see.
I suspect that without careful attention to the kind of tensions
this situation gives rise to, many an interdisciplinary course will
founder. :

Finally there is the question of breathing life into an inter-
disciplinary course devised by one set ~f people but, at the grass
roots, taught by another. This problem is particularly severe at
the Open University but as the list of aims and issues presented

to this conference indicates, the questions of 'who is going to
teach the course?;, what does this mean for materials and methods?;
how can the demand for teacher retraining be met?, are pretty
general. With regard to 'Understanding Society' we have tried to
solve the problem by a careful briefing of part-time class and
correspondence tutors, together with a course design that allows &
flexible approach. Because, for instance, all disciplines are used
to elucidate aspects of social science it follows that one can under-
siand much of the 'mystery' (used here in its medieval sense) of
social sclence, even if one fails to grasp all the intricacies of a
particular social science. Unlike mathematics it is not necessary
to grasp economics before one proceeds to sociology. Social science
itself is aot sequential in that way. The Foundation Course makes
a virtue of this., That seems a suitably pragmatic note on which to
end - bearing in mind always, of course, that interdisciplinary
courses, like genius, are 99 per cent perspiration and 1 per cent
ingpiration,
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Comment

Professor Drake was describing a situation even more unusual than
Mr Mitchell's; the planning of a completely new course in a new
institution, for an unfamiliar group of students and an untried
teaching situation. This gave him and his team opportunities to
Produce & coherent plan unlikely t¢ be present in most sixth forms.
There are, however, several general points which arise from his
account, which came over even more cogently in his lively spoken
presentation than they do here.

First it is becoming increasingly apparent that 'integration’
in the programmes described does recognize the autonomy of the
disciplines; the very fact of having to focus the disciplines on
common themes distorts them in the eyes of the specialists involved,
and Professor Drake and his stai’ found it necessary to have a section
in which specialists from each discipline had ~» chance to 'do their
own thing' (a fact he seemed to feel as somewhat of a defeat).

A second pui it of interest is the way in which the contributions
of the disciplines are focused on a 'problem area' in society, a
technique which echoes the 'problem-centred curriculum' suggested
by Professor Abrams, and is found again in later examples.

Finally, one sensed all through Professor Drake's talk that he
was longing to talk more about 'production problems' which had
obviously dominated his thinking during the planning of the course.
His hints of the trauma and agony undergone in order to get specialist
academics to co-operate, reiterates again that 'integrated courses'
may be shaped more by the interrelationships of their perpetrators
than by pnilosophical consideraticns. Again, here are some thames
to return to.

Integrated Courses: Experience in Further Education

F. Flower, Principal of Kingsway College of Further Education,was the
third speaker of the morning. His paper had been circulated the night
before, and he was able to speak round it rather than repeat it. His
contribution extended the picture in three ways., First, he pointed
out some of the conditions In further education which make curriculum
innovation more possible than in other areas of education. Second,
the examples he quoted cf integrated courses in his own and other
colleges were gene -ated in quite different ways from those previously
described, and usually ranged beyond the social sciences. Third, he
made explicit some of the hints of earlier cpeakers about the process
of curriculum change, by referring them to the theoretical framework
of Professor Bernstein in his paper given at a British Sociological
Association Conference, and now published,*

*'On the clagsification and framing of educational knowledge' in
Knowledge and Control: New Directions in the Sociology of Education,
od. M. F. D. Young (Collier-Macmillan 1971




1. The nature of furilier education

Mr Flower started by pointing out that 'proposals and suggestions that
are made with their eye on the school situation may be totally inappro-
priate in the further education situation' - a relevant reminder, given
that the greatest proportion of A-level social science teaching takes
place at present in colleges of further education and they might

therefore be better staffed and equipped to try out interdisciplinary
courses than schools.

He conrinued by pointing out some of the unique characteristics
of further education:

The strongest asset of further education is perhaps its most
misunderstood aspect - the close relationship it has with

industry and commerce, and the vocational character of its
courses. 'Vocational' is a word used often in a pejorative

sense, and therefore, by definition, further education, being
largely vocationally directed, must necessarily be somehow less
educational or less progressive than the non-vocational activities
of schools and universities. It is not possible to discuss in
this paper the fallacy embedded in this thinking, but it is
important to draw attention to the views expressed elsevhere by
people like Eric Robinson and Tyrrell Burgess, who point out that
it is the traditional academic approaches that are truly illiberal
in that academics do not have to justify what they do in terms of
immediate relevance or meaning to a student, but simply by
reference to the existence of the academic corpus contained within
a discipline. Vocational activity needs to be justified all the
time to the student and to anyone sponsoring him on a course in
terms of its relevance and meaning. It is, of course, possible

to extend this relevance far beyond the immediate need for a given
activity or skill, but it must extend in a continuum from the
situation in which the student finds himself - the exact reverse
of the normal situation under which teaching within the academic
tradition takes place. It is therefore likely that there should
be some support for the development of the integrated approach
within the further education field, but if my argument is correct
it will only become strong and meaningful if it takes place not

in the so-called liberal or general studies, but in the central
areas c{ (he further education student's curriculum.

2. Some integrated courses

It was this responsiveness to outside pressures which had led to the erosion
of some of the integrated courses described by Mr Flower, which had developed
in liberal and general studies departments. Thus, a course run at City of
Bath Technical College, involving 'English specialists, a social scientist,

a historian, and two specialists in the practical arts', disappeared because
of changing external circumstances:

Longer staying on at school, the advent of O levels, and later CSE

to the secondary modern schools, changes in the regulations for

Civil Service promotion and employment, and the growth of liberal
studies and general studies as an additional element to formal

and traditionally conceived vocational courses - have all played

a part in the gradual erosion of this work, which has now disappeared
from the college. It is to be emphasized that it is the conditions
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in the world outside the college that have brought the change,
not a deliberate decision of policy on the part of the liberal
studies department,

Another from Kingsway itself declined for the same reason:

We were able to deploy a wide range of group studi€s involving
co-operation not only of social scientists with English teachers,
historians or geographers but on occasion natural scientists as
well. In recent years, however, the factors that caused the
decline of the courses at Bath have affected the day-release
courges at Kingsway, Civil servants have become increasingly
interested in qualifications that have a reference outgside the
service as well :~ within the service, and the number of students
attending purely ‘or what is usually termed 'general education',
i.e. courses which do not prepare for any kind of external
examination, has diminished almost to vanishing point. This again
is not the deliberate policy of the college but the effect of
change, in the external environment.

Mr Flower evaluated various experiments in integration, one of
which is reproduced in Appendix B because it raises issues which are

returuned to later. He then turned to a consideration of present thinking
at Kingsway:

Reflecting on this body of experience, and taking stock of the
kind of students coming to the college, their motivation,
ambitions and likely career prospects, teachers at Kingsway have
begun to consider very seriously what kind of integrated studies
it would be most usefi. to promote in the college. The advent of
@ new building that will be richly endowed with audio-visual hard-
ware has presented us with opportunities of some fundamental
thinking about the work we are doing. 1In particular, teachers

of the social sciences, history and English have been discussing
means of co-operating to produce integrated courses to support
students following independent but related A-level disciplines.
Thought is also being given to similar courses at lower levels

in the college,

The general principles which seem to be emerging are that it is
at present premature to attempt a total merger of A-level courses,
not because it would not be possible to devise an intelligent
integrated course at this level but because students would not be
Prepared to abandon their existing lines of study to embark upon
4 highly experimental activity in their main course. Until one
can establish the independence of assessment and evaluation
represented by a CNAA degree it would be difficult to persuade
students to féllow an integrated course. Our thinking, there-
fore, is to develop supporting courses which students following
A levels in sociology, economics, history, psychology and English
may find ot use and value. These would be topic~- or problem-
centred, based upon & historical period, a social situation such
as juvenile delinquency, a family case history, physical entities
like a housing estate, an environmental study, or some combina-
tion of such topics. A further extension of our thinking is to
Organige much of the material for these courses in the form of
tapes, slides, folders of extracts, references to books, which
can be used either in class or for individual study in the library,
o which is suitably equipped with carrels and the necessary hardware
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to permit this kind of activity. Yet another proposal is that sone
ot the more formal aspects of our teachling, f.c. the kind of lectures
that may be given in British Constitution or sociology or economics,
might be reduced to sound tape banked in the library, and could be
drawn on by students who would follow a study guide, and there might
be a gradual shift from the formal instruction in class to more
individual study in the library, while the former class periods
would be increasingly taken up with various forms of integrated
study and seminar. The culmination of this development would be

the eventual introduction of Mrde III type examinations containing

a series of options which woula allow a student to choose one or
more A levels within the fields covered. This represents a strategy
rather than an existing achievement, but, because it is an attempt
to tackle the major area of the student's course rather than the
ancillary area of liberal studies, may prove slower in achievement
but more fundamental in what it does achieve.

In the final part of his talk Mr Flower raised some general questions
about the nature and problems of integrated curricula and returned to the
particular contribution of further education.

3. Problems of integration and the process of curriculum change

The anxiety that affects academics faced with the idea of integrated
studies at school level expresses itself in concern about how the
specialist will come to acquire his depth of understanding of the
chosen discipline if he moves into 'integrated' activity at too early
a stage. The disciplines are real enough. The flow of experience
is so total that to understand it we need to cut it into segments
and put a grid on the segments to scrutinize them more closely. The
mesh of our grid can be fine or coarse; operating like an electromic
sieve, it can make 3 variety of discriminations, rejecting some
elements, retaining others., Each discipline deploys its own grid,
its own sieve, but the data is common to all. Each discipline
historically evolved has its own set of tools, its methodology, its
insights, dissecting and analysing its own particular selection of
the elements of experience,

The natural anxieties of an academic (which we all no doubt have
experienced at one time or another) appear when the traditional ways
of acquiring skill in our special way of knowing are threatened.

While we may recognize the value of integration in practical projects,
for example rescarch, and its value as a mode of teaching at other
levels, we may experience doubt about it as a teaching approach at

our own particular level. We have been socialized as specialists

and we find it difficult to conceive how we ourselves could have
become what we are except by the route we have followed.

This partly accounts for the fact that most examples of integrated
studies occur in low status areas in education or in work tangential
to a main field. Thus experience in liberal studies in further
education, while interesting, has only a limited relevance to the
basic discussion. It may provide an area of experience but it will
not normally offer any challenge to the main structure of the way
things are ordered in British education.

1t was for this reason that Mr Flower had taken his main examples from
courses which at the time they were set up were central to the curriculum.
He continued:




There is another difficulty that needs to be noted., To make
integrated studies si1fe for traditionalists, they have somehow
to be assimilated int. the existing patterns of curricula
organization and pedag.gical relarionships.

If we organize a problem-centred approach and the distinctive
tools and insights are identified and docketed through practice,
we should be moving away from the traditional paradigm of
learning to a new one.

If, on the other hand, we succumb to Hirstian theories of a
liberal education and the need to acquire ways of knowing, not
for the elucidation of immediate problems but as part of the
mental equipment of a liberal man, we may be merely under-
writing a new version of what Bernstein calls 'the collection
code'.* 1 suspect the appeal of this concept of liberal
education to some people is in fact a way of defusing and
making safe the otherwise revolutionary potential of integrated
approaches. Even if we plump for integration but confine our
integrated activity to a well-defined field - the social
sciences, for example - we could be redrawing subject boundaries
only to present a new version of the collection code. It is
interesting to note that all the Kingsway examples of attempts
at integration went beyond the boundaries normally associated
with the social sciences,

A further point to be considered is the degree to which the
student has a right to reject any section of a curriculum that
is offered to him. The very nature of an integrated approach
could lead to the tyranny of a teacher-planned course, and its
imposition upon the student. This would represent the triumph
of academicism in the sense that it is characterized by Eric
Robinson:

'Within academic education anything is justifiable because
the academic subject (although initially a pure creature
of imagination and convenience) has become an end in
itself - we learn it because it is there.'

A liberal studies programme, however 'integrated', in further
education, that accepts its place alongside a traditionally
organized technical course and decides arbitrarily on a range
of activitics in which there is no room for students to select
prefercnces, is (o be referred ultimately to the collection
code rather than the integrated one. Perhaps the main contri-
bution of further education to this discussion, and of Kingsway
College of i*urther Education in particular, lies in a rather
differcnt direction, and refers to future possibilities rather
than past or present actuality.

A 'cullection' code refers in Rernstein's terminology to the type
of curriculum common in English and European schools in which the
boundaries between disciplines are firm - in other words there is
strong differentiation between subject areas. as opposed to the
situation in an interrated curriculum in which subject boundaries may
be biurred and weakened, See M.i'.1). Young (ed.), Knowledge and Control:
O wew Directions sn the Socivlogy of Lducation, p.5l.
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toernsicln taiks 2l ot thie codatiron beleweee commonsense knowledye
and academice Mnowledve . Mo o suresta thad fhe eoaection type of
curricuium very earviey o the o bd's sife socwalizes him into
coaceptions of snowledee and its boundaries rhich discourage
contiey on vttt e e sday realities, [ would like to supgest

Lthat examinatior ot the tradition wn turther educiation might

begin to reveal new wavs of Linking commonsen:e kiowledge with
cducational knowledge, This shouid be possible because the
tradition in tfurther educatior i+ vocationai, and its asproach
practical,  fts starting point should be the yrowiny experience

of the student anu the relevince of what {s 'narat to that growing
eiperience: 1t is sustained by che widening aspirations of the
student.  We kpow, ot course, tha: in practice courses in further
cducation do ot contorm to “he ideal that these statements suggest,
Vocation caun shrink to jobh-rrvainiag, ant philistinism and the dead
hand of academicisa reach down intu the most practicai curriculum,

The otier comtributioy of further education stem. from its machinery
of control. It miv be cxemplified by the fact tho! the new articles

’ oL government oficr means to staff and studunts o changing the
situation within which currviculum pianning and 4ctivity is being
undertaken, [n other words, it may be ecasier in further cducation
than it is in the school (o establish new relatiorships between
stati and students which permit the inauguration of ferms of
integrated activityv in the main areas of the curriculum.

nastly, Kingsway's tradition of student choice and an elective
curriculum that has hecr able successtuily to penetrate the major
areas of study, whiie sti!l only representing at this stage a variant
of the coliection code. nevertheless mav permit successful new
development ot the iutegrated pattesa. Our failurce with a course

at Kiugsway in urban studies derived not from the cexcitineg forms of
activity which it vodertook. The pedagopy involved was of the kind
characterized by Pernstein in rhe paper queted above as self-
regulatory and 'likely to transtorm the teacher-pupil, lecturer-
student authority relationships, and in particular increase the status
and rights of the pupits,' Unforrtunatelv, while it did in fact do
this Jor those that accented the areas of invostigation, it ignored
the needs of and of fered ro alternacives ti. those students who had
different orientations. In the ongoing discussions mentioned at the
end o1 the last section of thie paper o strategy i+ being evolved
that should take account ¢« * individual =tu.Jdent need and common areas
of ¢xperience which mav veinforce thosc needs.

. The issues raised in the Jast part or this paper, and the conceptualization
ol them used by Mr Fiower, will be returved te in the final cummentary. That
the kinds of limited pragrnatic:allv-bascd curricula~ chanpes covering varied
subject content referred to in sume of his examples may be particularty
pussible in the flexible situation o further cducaticn, is reintorced by the
work from Loughton described in Cnapter it ,

Commuiicary by lawrenco fteniouse

At the end of the morning, participasts . the conforence may nave et romos
what overwhelaed,  They had sat acd frsteaed 1o throe stimuicling specoaers

o wita little time for questionirg,, Jdscua.ion or dssinglation, My Ste:nhousc

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




bas e wnenviable task of drawloyg togetber thieads irom the contribu-
rions so far and ofiering some guidance on themes that couid be discussed
+¢ taw -.all groups in the afternoon.

Mr Stenhouse started by saying that the task of curriculum develop-
ment projects was the translation of aspirations into possibilities,
possibilities which once pioneered and demonstrated in a number of
schools werc then so documented and supported with materials and research
tiat they became part of the public tradition of education and thus
generally accessible to teachers. Ou this interpretation, the major
problem before the conference was to define the aspirations clearly
enough to give a lead to the Schools Council as to how it could best
help teachers to make them into pracrical possibilities.

Turning to the aims and issues paper, he said that there appeared
to be some uncertainty as to whether we should emphasize integration or
social science, Some had wanted to emphasize integration, canvassing the
possibilities of integrating, for example, social science and English and
expressing their concern for an integrated study which would provide a
basis for social integration in the school. On the other hand, an interest
has also been expressed in integrated social science. This was seen in
intellectual t<rm: rather than in termc of cocinl education - though, of
course, the contrast can be overstressed. If we followed Professor Abrams,
the aim of such a social-science course would be to give students some
understanding of the value of a study of human social behaviour and social
problems in terms of science,

The integration approach looked towards a kind of sixth-form general
studies: the social science approach was an attempt to extend the range
of options open to sixth-formers at a stage of education when a degree of
curricular choice on the part cf the student was generally favoured.
Social science would take its place alongside other sixth-form subjects.

It was most important to be clear about which direction the conference
felt we should go. Bearing in mind the projects already in existence -
particularly the sisth-form General Studies Project at York —= Mr Stenhouce
felt that the conference would ‘o well to concentrate on the social science
strand,

He then turned to the problem of understanding in the social sciences.
Presumably a social science curriculum would be concerned with knowledge
and understanding. Knowledge could probably fairly readily be specified:
a range of facts, concepts and methods: bui. it was understanding which
gave knowledge meaning, As Professor Abrams stressed, the social sciences
were concerned with the link between the reality of society and personal
meaning, and it was this link which provided understanding. Thus under-
standing might be seen as mediating between the public and the personal,
as relating the public knowledge which was the discipline of social
science, to both personal knowledge and personal needs and interests.

This prucess was little understood and required thoughtful study.

Mr Stenhouse then turned to the problem of the range of subjects which
would be integrated and the means of integrating them.




[t had been suggestud that the core of an integrdated course would
be sociology, social psychology and anchropology. Arcund this core it
might be possible to organize clements of political science, and
economics. There was also some possibility of integrating history and
geography into such a course but here the conference had already shown
that there was less agreement.

The organizational principles of an integrated curriculum also
needed to be examined., One possibility was to take one of the contri-
butory subjects as a core round which to build the others. Another was
to work in topics. For example, sport as a topic had historical
possibilities, was sociologically interesting in itself and in its
relation to social structure and stratification, introduced the theory
of games, raised problems about rules and law, and related to urban
studies. Another possibility was to use methodologies - sampling or
survey design or case study, for example - as integrating principles.
Yet another was Lo start from problems or questions - for example, the
relation between men and their artefacts.

Courses designed on such principles were often 'inelegant', ragged
at the edges. Was this an advautage or a disadvantage? Should courses
be rounded and complete or should they leave loose ends which tempted
curiosity? 1In either casc there should be logical structure: it was a
matter ot closed or open structure, not structure versus lack of
structure.

Another problem was the kind of data to be used. In particular,
what observational experience could we give to students and how? Should
films - both fiction and documentary - and novels be used as a
substitute for direct observation and raw data? What was the place of
fieldwork and to what extcnt was useful fieldwork possible given the
constraints of time? What kinds of laboratory experience could be
devised?

Turning to the problem of the production of materials, Mr Stenhouse
speculated as to whether the day of the project producing materials on
a large scale might not bc over, at least for the present. The function
of such projects had been to support 'new' subjects or new integrations
and to explor: new formats which were now accessible to publishers.

American cvxperience had shown that it was almost prohibitively
expensive to produce first-class social science material, particularly
film. Perhaps u social s;cience project should concentrate on making
teachers aware of suitable existing material, arranging that it should
be available and stimulating commercial publishers and film companies
to produce suitable materials on their own account. A project might
concentrate on tcachers' handbooks and perhaps on particular innovatory
materials such as educational games, which in any case could do with
further evaluation.

At the sam> time any project should give attention tc¢ the logic of
teaching integrated sociai science. It was sometimes felt that teachers
werc given greatest freedom whea logical structure was not presented.

Mr Stenhouse believed this to be fncorrect: the more logic there was
inherent in the curriculum the mcre accessible it would be to teachers,
because given logical structure teachers could criticize and modify in
an informed way.

37




iinally, there would be problems of teacher training both in the
content of a soclai science course and in method of approach. There
was the question of who would teach social science at this level.
Would teachers necessarily have a social science training or would
some of them enter the field from other but cognate subjects? It was
important to produc2 a core of teachers who had developed scientific
curiosity about society and human behaviour and would be capable of
inculcating a sense of standards in the social science field.

Sunming up, Mr Stenhouse suggested that the conference address
itself mainly to social science (rather than mainly to integration),
and within that brief it should consider principles of integration,
and how various subjects could contribute within those principles.
1t should also consider how observational experience was to be
provided, what support was necessary in giving teachers access to
appropriate materials, how methods were to be developed and what
solution could be found to problems of training.
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IV, 4“OME IMPLICATIONS OF CURRICULUM CHANGE

1t had already become clear during the first day of the conference that
the division between 'nature and logic' and 'practical problems' was not

a realistic one. Those of us responsible for planning the second day's
programme preferred to focus it more broadly on the implications of
curriculum change, some of them practical and some less so. 1 opened the
day's proceedings by introducing the viewpoint of the speakers. They did
not conceive of effective curriculum innovation as being worked out
logically by some high-powered team and accepted by teachers in schools;
but ratner as an on-going process of interaction, a dialogue amongst those
involved, who must essentially be the teachers themselves. This dialogue
takes place in a given organizational context and between a given group of
people each with their own status, ideology and previous patterns of conflict
or co-operation, Thus, like all social change, it has consequences beyond
its immediate intended ones: some of these had already been indicated by
previous speakers and we hoped to explore them further,

The focus of the day's speakers was, therefore, on the process of
change, how it is generated and some of its consequences, This was examined
at two levels: firvc, in the e¢ducacion of intending teachers of the social
sciences: and second, in a detailed account of the development of integrated
curricula withia one college. Between the two levels it was hoped some
common themes would arise.

The first speaker,Mrs Jean Jones, of the University of London Institute
of Education, talked about an initial training course for sociology graduates
run jointly by her and me. This was not a detailed description of the
content of the cocurse (though this was available for those interested), nor
an abstract account of aims and methods (for these were not ordained before-
hand, but arose in the context of tne teachins asituation). She aimed instead
at a middle level of interpretation, a kind of analysis of the interaction
between nurselves and tne students during the year and its bearing on the
professional identities they develop. This should be very relevant to the
subject of the conference .Jor if we want integrated curricula we must produce
teachers with enough flexibility to initiate, teach and evaluate them,

Joan Whitehead and Margaret Shepherd of Loughton College of Further
Education then described the development of 'integrated' courses at O and
A level at Loughton, with some interpretation of the processes at work and
the consequences for students and teachers.

Firallv [ pointed out the rature of the links between the four of us.
Joan Wniteneod and Margarct Saepnerd had both done their initial training
at the Institute of Lducation, .Joan in our department and Margaret in the
English departrent. We used Loughton College for students on teaching
practice and Jjoan Whitehead was currently a part-time tutor in our depart-
ment responsible for supervision of practising students., These links are
not fortuitous but in themselves indicate something about the interactive

39




BEST COPY AVAILAGLE

dloectnaes Lt bocod oup by COMBON Ut S chich wakes
Inncvation possinte,  They dee arse an cxample vu tae dialogue butween
theory and practice wi-icn Mrs fcones described in her talk,

The education of graduate .cachers of the social sciences

Mrs Jones began by outlining the iLhrce main parts of her talk. Her
central coucern was to consilzr some of the possible effects of move-
ments to integrated curricula upon teachers and those involved in
teacher education, 'I shall be deaiing with what it is like to be a
teacher involved in the process of jucegration, and by implication how
we can help students to be prepared to involve themselves in it She
wished to begin by taking some theoretical perspectives from Bernstein's
paper on the classification and framing of educational knowledge* and
from papers delivered at a symposium at the University of Pennsylvania
in 1967t as the basis for a dialogue between theory and practice.

Secondly, she would give an interpretation of work in a social
sciences graduate training department, which might open up for discussion
the possibilities and problems involved in the incorporation of integrated
work at this stage; and third sie would make a brief comment on the
necessity for extending and redefining our notions of training at all
levels, 1f we wished to pay more than lip-service to either iuntegratiom,
or the education of teachers.

She then continued to consider her first theme in more detail:

Perhaps I can begin with an example of what nmight occur during a
shift to integration, which will demonstrate both the exciting and
the taxing nature of the problems we have to look at, A movement
Lo problem centred work, when the disciplines are presented to
students as perspectives to be utiiized, changes both the student's
relationship to the knovledge, and to the teacher, The teachers
may, through work of this kind, be led to change their definitions
of the students and the new detinitions may involve quite different
notions of, for exampic, Lhe students' ability and their involve-
ment. These changes in the students' and in the teachers'
perceptions are likely (o have been unspecifiable in advance. They
may have existed as idecais, but, as some educational philosophers
remind us, ideals are unsuitable for practica. gu.dance,

Mrs Jones went on to poin* out that cnanges i: <tudents'and teachers'
perceptions of each other an¢ ¢! their task inevirably demunded changes in
the process of asscssment. Tiu- a. the Institute and at Loughton, teachers
and students increasingly came to criticize and modif traditional course
examinations, |

She then -xplored further 'the dialogue between theory and practice'
she had referred Lo at the beginning.

Around what probliemns, .a-., wiiht a uialogue arise? First, the
changed nature o0 *Lv . ou.towuil teacher's autonomy, through a

* ABernsiein, 'On the clas.ificalion and framing of educational knowledge'
In Knowledge and Control. .ew Directions in the Sociology of Education, ed.
M.F.D. Young (Collier-Macmilian, 1971).

' Interdiscipliniry Relationships in the Social Sciences ed, M. Sherif and
C.W. Sherif (Aldinc, 1969,
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chae o retationship both to students and to colleajues, T
diacietton ol the fadividuai with vevard (o conten: and to anethod
in diminshed.  These relationship: are contrai to Lie teacher!'
proftesional fdeatity, and theretore what s involved s a change

in this identity,

A scoond assue was Lthe redational ddea, the explication of the
orpanising, principles of integration, Murray Wax, in his Pennsylvania
paper®, made a pertinent statement here, when he said that 'as social
scicntists we realize that lopgic is seldom the best organizer of social
relationzhips and, therefore, the appeal (o logic or to the self-evidence
of the relations between parts of the curriculum is indulging in mythology .
or ideology.' Such a view was in obvious contradiction to rmuch that was
carrent in our thinking and that was why it was of value within a dialogue.
The account (rom Loughton, which she felt was not untypical, brought irnto
question the exclusive reliance on logical relationships as a buasis for
integration. This might be somewhat disturbing for it forced us to question
not only our present arrangements and what we wished to change, but the way
in which such changes should be effected. 1t might hclp, however, if we kept
in mind that the conventional notions of the relationship between theory and
practice were indeed only conventions. Without such a reminder, discussion
»f principles of integration could ::ither become an academic parlour game
with no relation to practice, or misht Le expeciea o prouuce an exclucive
imil e tu action,. '

A third focus which paralleled the changed authority relationship between
teacher and taught was a changed notion of what could and could not be taught,
i.e. the relationships of so-called common sense and educational knowledge.

As an illustration of this, Mrs Jones gave a short extract from a recent work

of Richard Peters, the educational philosopher:'Enjoving and valuing the arts

1s impossible without the concepts that make aesthetic experience available.'
This view ot the crucial role of specialist concepts in mediating experience
was, she thought, being questioned by recent curricula developmenis in the
schools,  Within the social sciences one was forced repeatedly to see as
problematic not only the value of the socivlogical perspective, but also the
guaestion of wrether the concepts of sociviudsy meze a useful contribution to
lusentu' everyaay hnowledre, Utuuentc migsnt uestion “or instance what acadeaic
hnowledge could cont-ibute to their existing understandinf of family or youth
culture, and it was only through makiryg this link that learning could be said

to hiave taken place (a peint: reinforced later by Mrs Whitehead). Unfortunately,
ander existing conditions ol specialized 'closed' subject teaching, students

too often ceased to see academic learning as being in any way related to their
total sclves or their personal experiences; cognitive and affective learning
became split otf trom one another, and the relating of the two was seen as

L proprerate o the clansroom, It was our business to break down these
barriers when we embarked on integrated curricula.

A tinil cousideration for the dialogue between theory a.d practice related
to the organizational setting in which integration cccurred. Changes occurred
here at various levels and at different times and we were not yet in a position
to predict with any accuracy what would occur or when., What we did know was
that there was much to be discussed when any change in educational procedures
took place and organizations must allow for this discussion.

M. Wax, ‘Myvth and interrelationship in social science: illustrated through
anthropology and sociology' in interdisciplinary Relationships in the Social
svincegyed. M. Sherif and C.W. Sherif (Aldine, 1969),
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This outline ot problems to be considered did not contain any
prescription about how they should be tackled. It was not enough co
say we needed research, or the development of integrated schemes to
research upon; we did need these things, but more than these w: needed
to change our own attitudes, to become much more flexible in our thinking.
But this demand for iucreased flexibility was in danger of becoming one
of our educational cliches, something which we all agreed with, but did
not know how to bring about. One of the necessary conditions for
achieving it was to change our whole notion of teacher educacion., It
was significant that we still referred to the 'training of teachers',
thus setting up false expectations among students that they would go
through some set of processes, which would in one year turn the graduate
into the teacher, and in three years those students with lesser qualifica-
tions. We followed this absurdity through with 'in-service training',
which was presumably to cope with the vast array of changes which any
teacher would face in his lifetime. We did not, however, make this
mandatory, and for many training stopeed at the initial level, Fortunately,
however, for others profes:ional socialization went on beyond this point,
Mrs Jones suggested that we put on blinkers by the 'uncritical adoption of
the term "training" when our inquiries should focus on how we become
teachers, and what sort of teachers we do become,'

She then moved on tu the second theme of her talk; an interpretation
of our work at the I[nstitute at initial level:

In attempting to move to more practical concerns and examine work
in the social science method department of the London Institute,

1 found myself faced with an impossible task. We learn as we
teach, and an:lysing and communicating the results of our learning
is a solitary, and unnerving task. May 1 make clear at the outset
that this means that the statement I shall make is personal,
incomplete, and liable to change. It arises from a teaching
situation which is not integrated as we work within a framework of
specialist subject departments. The growth and emphases of our
course have reflected outside developments, and the rapid expansion
of examination wor': in sociology in schools and colleges had led to
an emphasis on the teaching of sociology at the expense of more
broadly based social studies courses. This does not, hovever,
adequately reflect our present and developing interests, and
neither does it imply a total emphasis in this direction. One of
the questions I want to consider now is the weight given to different
approaches within the course.

Mrs Jones then isolated several main strands in ihe work which she con-
sidered relevant to the discussion:

A statement by Richard H. Brown in the American journal Change in an
article entitled 'Notes on teacher education',* will 1 think point to
the difficulties in trying to analyse the situation:

'‘Learning proceeds essentially from an act of the individual learner,
whether it takes place in the context of a classroom or outside;
that it takes place at different rates and times for each individual
and can be expressed only in terms of his own change as a human
being; and that it results from some form of inquiry which begins
where the individual learner is and grows out of his desire to know
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something, ... well as his feeling that he is free to learn. A corvllary
to this conviction iu that the chief aim of education is not the trans-
miscion of an abstract body of knowledge, but the growth of individual
learncrn an they confront new experiences, including knowledge, and in
turn Lransform those experiences.,!

Let me begin with the recruitment of students to the course,

We have moved increasingly to demand from recruits a common core of
sociology, unlike our earlier recruitment, which consisted of those with
a very mixed academic parentage. Wi*“in the broad category of the sooial
sciences, however, along with this cure it is now becoming possible to
favour more unusual combinations, e.g. sociology and science, sociology
and literature, and the variety of such combinations which ocour should
enable us not to take for granted certain forms of integration at the
expense of others., 1 think it is important here to seek to imclude
students Jor whom ready-made slots in terms of school subjects to teach
do not exist. This is probably very important, too, for recruiteent to
schools and colleges. If we do not, there is the danger of losing the
advantages which can come from square pegs in round holes, e.g. the
perspectives which an anthropologist can bring to a school, evean if he
does not teach anthropology. The fact that we can recruit some students
whe have experience of integrated work, or at least of parallel but
diverse courses, also allows for the group to look at the advantages of

integration by the one teacher, or in the coming together of a number of
tveachers.,

Mrs Jones' second point concerned the definition of the learning
situation and what we all contributed to it. By this she meant the attributes,
characteristics and interests that we encourage the students to make available
within the group. One could make evident to the students in all sorts of vays
that their methods of work and what could be worked upon were not pre-defined.
Students might arrive with very narrow definitions of acceptable knowledge and
learning procedures, conditioned by university experience which stressed that
sociology 1ad no concern with personal experience. A central task was to
break down these earlier definitions and work towards an open questioning
stance making students capable of innovation.

This was Dy no means straightforward for everyone was not willing at
one time, or even at any time, to participate in this way. But we

were committed to the attempt unless we merely wished to emphasize

our siudents' academic identity and concentrate on producing teachers
of particular subjects. Given the pressing changes in education, this
was probably neither viable nor desirable, and so we were involved
instead /n the essential transformation of the physics or the sociology
graduate into the teacher; ihe point being that he should define
himself first as a teacher in relation to his pupils, and see his
subject merely as a convenient perspective from which to bagin.

A third point, directly related to the one above, lay in the dafinition
by the students of important problems to be tackled during the course.
These became a key organizing factor in the year's work.

The prior education of students had frequently led to a belief -
unfortunately often not articulated - that worthy problems to be
tackled lay onl, within one's discipline, and their solution lay in
post-graduate or post-doctoral work. Another belief was in the
irrelevance of theory to practice - all tco frequently confirmed in




the present set-up for educating teachers. Either or both of
these ideas worked against the students recognizing that such
beliefs were themselves arbitrary and only by discarding them
could further progress be made. Basil Bernstein, writing about
the style of our educational institutions, had commented 'only
the few experience in their bones the notion that knowledge is
permeable, that its orderings are provisional, that the dialectic
of knowledge is closure and openness.'

So we had to move towards an awareness of the complexity of the
problems which faced us as teachers, allowing for the adoption

of different problems by different students, and making available
various possible solutions., But more important, enabling the
students to realize themselves capable of considering a variety
of solutions, preferably without the depressing finality of work
handed in, marked, returned and forgotten.

Mrs Jones went on to show that such solutions involved many activities
which brought students into contact with relevant people from the educa-
tional world, e.g. teachers in classrooms, teachers planning curricula,
examiners and exmining boards, curriculum developers, with new develop-
ments, and so on. This enabled them to realize that the work of a teacher
was not just an intellectural matter but was inevitably tied up with
personal relationships, and also to evaluate the contribution such people
could make to the educational problems the students were c ':cerned with.
Such an attempt involved a search for the grounds of evaluation, and an
ability to make them explicit with reference to the problem at hand.

So, for example, with reference to a particular problem of social
studies and the raising of the school leaving age, the statements

of a professor may be helpful or unhelpful, the head of a department
on teaching practice may be judged on the right or the wrong track,
the latest curriculum development may be seen as fulfilling its
promise, or it may not. One needs a social climate here in which
judgements, one's own and the students', are always seen as open

to modification, and dogmatic statements prefaced by 'Professor X
says', or 'the facts prove that' become impossible.

Howard Becker, in one of his studies of professional commitment,
made a relevant point. 'By applying the norms and categories
current in the group in which they participate - they learn - who
thex are and how they ought to behave, acquire a self and a set of
perspectives they use to shape their conduct.' The process was a
slow and patchy one about which we understood little. It sometimes
produced situations in which no one seemed to be learning anything
and all ideas went underground for a while. But it was probably
essential to the acquisition of the ability to evaluate oneself,
and as the group's preoccupations changed so did the members' self-
perceptions, :

Mrs Jones finished this part of her talk by showing how the tasks and
processes described above contributed to the construction of the student's
seif image, which she felt to be a central component of the process of
becoming a teacher. Bound up as it was with self-evaluation, it emphasiged
the importance of the students' adoption of a professional identity. For
the majoricy it involved trying things out for themselves, and suggested a
variety of activities in which students might be involved. Richard Brown,
in the previously cited article, gave a pointer when he said, 'We need to

~afford teachers new kinds of experiences that challenge them to reflect
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analytically and intuitively on how they themselves learn, perceiving the
relationship of learning to their total experience, to everything they do,
and to everyone with whom they come into significant contact.' 1n the final
section of her talk she tied her interpretation of the process of educating
teachers back into the topic of integration:

As 1 said in the first part of the paper, 1 believe that shifts to
integration involve fundamental personal changes and adjustments.

The educational situation is undoubtedly changing - what is significant
is the location of the change. We have sponsored projects, for example,
by the Schools Council. We have new institutions - for example, the
Open University. We have developments within existing institutions
(Thomas Bennett, Loughton). Given this situation, the question of

who contributes to teacher education becomes much more open to
discussion and experiment. Perhaps in our own discussion we should
look very seriously at what institutions might be involved - schools,
colleges, institutions, bodies like the Schools Council, professional
associations, teachers' centres, etc.

More important, we should look at the sorts of relationships they stand
in to each other, as well as the part they can play in our education

as teachers. The accomplishment of changed relationships seems to me
to be crucial. The old, traditional hierarchical authority relation-
ships will have to go, and this involves change in the individual
consciousness. These changes have started, but old assumptions too
frequently remain. The continued existence of the traditional
relationship of theory to practice stands as testimony to this.

1t seemed to me that the valuable contribution of this talk to the subject
of integrated curricula lay in its emphasis on the learning process in teacher
education as an open, fluid, changing one in which students did not so much
assimilate a new body of knowledge or 'tips' for teachers, but were encouraged
to reformulate their notions of what learning, teaching and their discipline
involved and how they related to everyday experience. This was a highly
complex individual process depending on social interaction of many kinds and
leading towards a transformation of role from student to teacher, and the
shaping of a particular kind of professional identity. Its essence lay in the
breaking down of previously accepted categories, and the questioning of old
assumptions. These are essentially the processes involved i. establishing
integrated curricula in schools and new ways of learning for pupils. Teachers
whose training has been an experience of this should be well placed to initiate
changes in schools. The relevance of this comment will I think become clear
in the talks which follow, which exemplify in practice many of the questions
Mrs Jones raised at a theoretical level, and also offer interesting parallels
between the learning situation of intending teachers and that of younger
students.

Integrated courses at Loughton College of Further Education

The courses described by Joan Whitehead and Margaret Shepherd were an A.level
course bringing together sociology and English literature, and leading to
separate A-level examinations in each of these: and an O=level course leading
to five examinations in English language and literature, sociology, history,
 and general studies - all except Engli.h literature being examined on a Mode
I11 basis. Although some of the problems and issues the speakers raised were
explicit to one or other of these courses, many of the points about teacher-
pupil reactions, organizational considerations and assessments have wider
significance. As it happened Joan Whitehead described the A-level course and
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¥orprat Shepherd the Gelevel one, tiouen chn poo ] 1loo tagght o the Ae
ieval vne, In thic report 1 have orougnt tesethor their Lwo coals:isu=
tions under the following headingu: 1. tre context ans ratienale or
the chinge to i1ntegrated cources; <. the organization wna teaching
methods on the new courses; 3. an evialuation uf their effects on ctudents
ani teachers, '

1. The context ani rationale for the change to integrated coursec

Joan Whitehead started by aescribing the context and rationale for changing
to integrated courses,

In examining the curriculum chkingec which have occured at Loughton,
it ie important to note that they ure confined to the Department .
of General Stuiies and that the views we shall be expressing are
our own, and chared by some, but not the whole department. I say
this at the outset to give an indication of the unfeasibility of
proposing that fundamental changes will be received and accepted

by a large number of staff simultaneously. Such a proposition
would ignore the time-scale involved in the assimilation and
acceptance of new ideas, it would ignore the necessity to prove

and evaluate the worth of changes before a total department is
prepared to commit 1tself, and it would ignore the very real

threat that such ideas constitute to certain entrenched interests,
Integration on the mature O-level course has been operating for

tvio years, on other O-level course  for ore year, whilst at A=level

the first year of a two-year cours h- .8t ended. Hence we feel

a degree of uneasiness at being he it is premature to assess
objectively our success, apart frc ng superficially that other
members of the department have be aenced and encouraged to
participate in similar schemes, it the enrolment for students
on next year's integrated, as o} to subject specialist, A=level

course has doubled; we shall te considering the general problem of
more rigorous evaluation during our talks. We are also fully aware
of the lack of conventicnality we present in our choice of subjects
at A-level; disciplines which are categorized as totally distinctive
forms of knowledge are at ona level converging in our curriculume.
Perhaps at this point I could refer you to our introductory sheet
(Appendix D)in which we attempt to define how we are using the
concept of integration.

We feel that teaching methods whioh emphasize only the purity of

subjects, and teaching methods which deny the differentiation of

knowledge into different subjects are equally limiting in offering

students a means to understanding the world. Therefore we believe

it important for students to retain the consciousness of a discie

pline, its central concerns and its appropriate methods of inquiry. :

Professor Hirst raises the point in his article 'Logical and
psychological aspects of teaching'® whether or not pupile' interest
is not more easily aroused and learning more effective when we
structure what we teach in such second=-order organizations of
knowledge, e.g. childhood, the neighbourhood, etc. rather than
teacling Jistinctly logical and cohesive dieciplines. I believe we

* In K. Peters (ed.), The Concept of Edugation (Routledge & Kegan Paul,
1967),



are ploughing a middle furrow in our approach at A level. In no way
is there a totial fusion between the disciplines, in which both lose
their independent identity., They are seen to be instrinsically
worthwhile at one level, and at another are used as tools in problea
solving.

Ac has been stated by Jean Jones, the division of knowledge into
subject areas is arbitrary and subject to change. There seems
consequently a strong point in favour of helping students to discover
how to learn, rather than merely imparting particular content tied to
particular disciplines whose boundaries will be quite different in

the future. Besides, the content of knowledge is changing so rapidly,
particularly in the social sciences, that the wastage through obsoles-
cence can be avoided by this emphasis on the learning process.

This next section of the talk describes how the new courses were developed
and brings out clearly the interrelation of philosophical and pragmatic oonside
erations discussed by Mrs Jones. The organizational context of change and the
professional identities of teachers were found to be of critical importance.

From this it doubtless gives the impression that our philosophiocal

. position was well established prior to initiating the changes. .
This would certainly be untrue. The decision to move in the directionm
of integration was a much more pragmatic one: we held certain intuitive
beliefs, and I think during our implementation have attempted to
clarify them and put them on a firmer footing.

In terms of practical implementation, we found as members of a oomplex
hierarchical college one could only innovate in so far as the
administration allowed. This is true generally. If the principal and
departmental head are uncommitted to change, then it is most unlikely
that innovation will occur. We were very fortunate then in having a
head of department providing impetus and encouragenent for this
development, allowing us autonomy, and fighting for the resources and
timetabling arrangements we needed to support the schemes, the first
of which he himself taught on.* Timetabling arrangements and the
selection of a course team sharing a similar outlook, are vital to

the process. Perhaps I should add that other institutions might
equally well provide the necessary conditions for ourrioculum innovation
but not all teachers have either enough commitment or can devote
sufficient time and energy to what is involved. It seems that
innovation is dependent on the willingness of staff at all levels of
the institution, and possibly progress could be accelerated if relief
from some student~contact hours were granted to them during planning
operations. The absence of this kind of encouragement may impeds the
development of Mode III exams by some organizations, and I feel it is
a genuine problem for staff at Loughton trying to operate Mode IIls
and being concerned to implement and evaluate new courses around thea.

* We feel we should acknowledge our debt here to Mr Michael Read who was head
of the department of general studies at Loughton from the foundation of the
college until his sudden death at the end of 1970. He was to have been a
member of the conference.
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Tu ¢1ve A clearer understanding of the actual establishment of
vur courses, 1t 1s necessary for me to describe something of the
soclal structure of the college. No doubt this will also
1lluminate some of my earlier cumments about the selection of
English and sociology as areas of integratinn at A level.

I'irstly, the original allocation of subjects to departments has

had a predetermining effect on subsequent innovation. Whereas

in some colleges, economics, British constitution, law, statistics
are assigned along with sociology, this did not happen at Loughton.
These subjects were allocated along with secretarial courses to the
business studies department, whilst sociology, social economics,
English, history, modern languages, liberal and elective studies
were the domain of the general studies depa~tment. It appears to
be a common factor in most institutions, even those which strongly
advocate the concept of the open society, that departments are
‘ervently insular, objectives are discussed within rather than
between departments, and in defence of a position I adhere to
rather than believe in, I can only justify it on grounds of sheer
expediency. Given that educational organizatiors function with
departmental structuree, access to one's own staff is easier
through informal and formal department meetings than it is to other
departments' staff, ’

Secondly, the general studies and business studies departments
pursued slightly different staffing policies. This meant that

staff were likely to identify and develop areas of interest more
closely within their own department. In general studies staff were
recruited not only on the basis of their subject specialism, but
also with regard to their potential coniribution to liberal studies
programmes, and to their suitability as personal tutors to students.

Several generations of the staff had spent their postgraduate year
a1t the London Institute of Education.

I want to emphasize the tremendous value of this link with the
Institute. Students are placed annually with us on teaching
practice and this makes us reconsider the way in which we are
operating ac we need to justify it to others.

The business studies department functioned at that time around a
more formal definition of teaching. This is important sinoe the
introduction of our integrated courses was accompanied by a decrease
in social distance between tutors and students. This raises the
question of whether school sixth forms could undertake experiments,
which ‘n many cases threaten the established order, as easily as
further education colleges. It also raises the issue as to whether
Or not certain personality types amongst the teaching profession

can operate in this new context, and whether existing teachers can
be helped to modify their approach,

There were other reasons besgides departmental structure for the
inclusion of particular subj:.ts in the scheme., It turned out that the
Englich and sociology teachers were alrsady in many cases using the same
course materials for different purposes so it seemed sensible they should
rationalize their collection and use. Also general studies was included
in this O-level course as Miss Shepherd explained, because the form of
examination offered possibilities for the sort of work the planners had in
mind. It included a project (a study in eome depih) which could be inter-
disciplinary, and an examination paper with three cections, social/political,
scientific and aesthetic, within which questiont were broadly based: for

O _amplu, a question on poetry might require a student to discuss its
Eﬂﬂg;gnifioanco in relation to war.
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Havine established that i1ntegration was tc¢ be an intarnal depar:' -
mentul policy, the decicion and the timing neeia. ‘o re ronsidered.

On reflection the decicion seemed to be prompted bty ceveral factors.
Some staff were becoming concerned at the lack of conesion, and
disjointedness of students' courses - particularly one-year courses.
These were situations in which bodies of knowledge were being ‘covereu!'
for exams, and tutors were often unable to stress that the subjects
were ways of inquiring into reality. It appeared that knowledge was
to exist independently of the knower.

The first course to be critically reassessed w: 3 the one-year O=level course
‘or mature students which, as Margaret Shepherd .escribed, posed particular
problems. The O-level students showed little commitment and were subject to
very intensive but fragmented timetables. A further important consideration
was the extent to which they felt isolated; in further education there is no
ctable form unit or common assembly of the kind which may produce a sense of
1dantity in schools. It was hoped that the establishment of an integrated
course might help to overcome some of these difficulties. Its actual
implementation, however, was not so simple; it depended, as Mrs Whitehead
pointed out, on both the degree of teacher commitment and on organizational

changes.

There were at this stage differing views in the department on such
subjects as the rationale behind the ordering of teaching resources
and the staffing structure of the department. As a preliminary
organizational change all tutors were given course rather than subject
responsibilities ~ for example, one teacher might be a course 6o~
ordinator for a particular group of students. This change was
disturbing for some teachers. It was, however, a strategic move in
encouraging staff to look outside their particular discipline to its
wider contribution to the course. Once these units were established,
it became obvious to several staff that an integrated course could
be more meaningful to our studentc, and that Mode III exams would be
a preferable method of examining. It must seem to an outsider a
game of political engineering, but I think illustrates the factors
which anybody keen to innovate a policy of integration must consider.

2. _The organization and teaching methods of the new courses

Miss Shepherd described how they had deliberately planned the work im an
‘untidy scheme with much opportunity for disintegration and spontaneous
divergence' to prevent the premature 'closure’' of whar should remain ‘open’
problems. There were two main sorts of teaching situations:

(i) Parallel, in which loosely uni'ied topics like 'childhood' or 'war'’
were chosen and relevant aspects covered by the subject specialists,

(1i) A block time in which the different teachers involved wers together
explicitly linking different aspects of a certain topic, e.g. 'Ireland in
the 1920s8' was studied through an historical and sociological analysis and a
scene from an O'Casey play.

Mrs Whitehead explained that the A~level course was still developing:
btoth teachers were deeply involved in the learning process themselves through
the material they were presenting, the method of presentation and the students’
responges to both of these.

The group was composed of nineteen students, all wanting to teach, aged
1t to 21, and rarging in achievement from a student with one O level to a
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shiaent ot pne U Jevegs, Uney were operating within the Pounids o the

A=level brytnnn s nootodoeny AER svllacuses .ae Lhere.ore A oiringent
alterabion in osources an. content could only cume as those cnanged.
Fowevery within the uyllatune: o few e had bean deait with in aeptl,
rather than many area: uuperticially. She strongly advucated curtailing
syibauees g or havinge them oo proa: that teachers _oulu casily be aelective

within them; thile was in keeping with her earlier emphasis, and that of Mrs
Junes on the learning jrocess rather than on content.

Meving on tu a consideration of our teaching method, I think our
anthusliacm in wanting to prove the courge successful was transe
mitited to the studentc. We were faced by a situation 1mmediately
ot having to explain to students what 21 hours on their timetables
livelled 'Integrated Studiec' meant. Poscibly this element of
trust which was established beiween us early in the course,
tusether with the relaxed atmosphere we attempted to create, was
‘undamental to our approach. The students had made a tape of their
reactiont: to the course and I felt we had achieved a lot when one
0! them state1 that the situation made them feel their 'naturai
velves', that the element of competition felt at school was removed.
Vhey felt we were all exploring together, but that the tutors were
there tu help them make relationships between their studies, and
relate their studies to their experience.

I feel that significant learning takes place only when subject

mitter is perceived by the students as having relevance for their

vwn purposes. This influenced how we presented our materials, using
viclls and films whenever possible, involving them in direct
experimental confrontation. Surely this is what education is about -
‘v five students the toolc from our diverse disciplines to help them

‘ormuliate their conceptions of the world and involve them in the
process itcelf,

Juring this section of her talk Mrs Whitehead diverted from her plan in

order tu give some examples of ways in which links between the sub jects had
been maue and I shall refer to some of these in my later commentary. Finally
she nnl Mrs Shepherd attempted to assess the new courses, both in terms of

cofnitive learning, effects on pupil-teacher relationships, and on the
teachers themselves,

Zs An eviluation of the effects of the new courses on students and teachers

This 16 obviously difficult at such an early stage. I want to
attempt to cover it in two ways - how Margaret and I perceived the
course, and how the students reacted. It is only by feedback from
both sources that we can critically assess in order to modify. The
most obvious method is evaluation through examination but as the
students have not yet taken A level we are unable to judge. Their
(~level, Mode III results are our only indication, and these seem
very sound. I would like to refer to John Hipkin's article
'Mxaminations: a strategy for the seventies' in the spring 1970
1ssue of the NUT's Secondary Education, in which he sayss

Wnen it comes to examining, the inquiry teacher often finds it
Jdifficult or impossible to predetermine detailed learning
uvbjectives towards which he ic expected to lead his pupils. He
will want to Jevelop criteria of assessment which are more




What 1c Aafra?
’ l imagine 1t .iry, desolate,
A Jdusty yellow colour
Strewn with black bushes
Tellow mud huts
Thin, skeletal, pot-bellied children
Black, the dead ones black with flies
The live ones staring dull-eyed at the ground
Or the cameras
Particularly the cameras
I imagine the occasioral lorry in a dust cloua
Filled with soldiers in dirty khaki with rifles
Or filled with dead bodies
The soldiers are not starving
The women and children are
Past caring; past living, past dying
Existing ir the listlessness of total exhaustion
I don't care about it.
If they have a civil war what do they expect?
War is uncivil anyway
Perhaps I should care but I don't

What is Biafra?

The eternal refuse of emergency supplies
The ultimate in frustrated charity

Why Biafra?

I don't know

How many Biafrans are there? How many are starving?
How many are fighting?

I don't know

All I know is that there are children
Sitting vacantly on the yellow ground

With swollen bellies and skin~covered bones.

Robert Milne

In English, a subject concerned with the individual's response to
his environment, necessarily a passionate setting, questions are
thrown up which would be more appropriately defined, clarified or
answered by the social scientist. Frequently the isolated English
teacher, when teaching through a controversial topic, is tempted
to make naive social generalizations.

When teachers from different disciplines work together with a group .
of students, it 1s more likely that the teachers will identify the

deepest concerns of the students, the biggest gaps in their

knowladga, and their major learning difficulties. Then they can

cetter help feed the students' curiosity and solve some of their

problems.

Ae {ar as English work was concerned some zood writing had come out of
the courses. Discucc.un had pecume tfreer and more exciting and 'students
were lecc inhibited about what was appropriate, but perhaps more concerned
about what was relevant.' A final .juctification (veuy important to the
students) was that the examination pass rate had improved, 'which could
have been because interest and curiosity in one subject stimulated interest
in relate4 areas in other cutjects.’!




cont.oytent and rlexitle, and in thic task he will .epeni very
lariely upon the ieveloping competence of colleagurs engaged

ln similar teaching. Kxamirers, subject panele, and moderators
will have to make allowance: “or these provlems, and provide
irreagements which will effuct ~ompromises between the often
contiLiting clawms fur objectlve assesesment and 1ndividual
teaching uims which may not be definitive or exact.

[ teel that this expressec my own frustrations in relation to A
level, that the present means of examining is not one that
encouraFes inquiry method, and I can only hope that next year our
students can adapt their knowledge to what is demanded from more
conventional examinations, Integration did not solve all teaching
prudlemr, One :till tound students skipping classes if they found

« topic difficult, and possibly the approach demandei more or maybe
i1Terent things from them.

It cert.iinly appeared to give scope to the active students, those
who were pro.ductive on their own, and had a wide range of interests;
trey ticunomed nc the premium was on creativity rather than ;
memor:zatiun. Perhape the most obvicus benefits were sociai. Qne
could cee the group initially unknown to one another, of varying
¥es, social backgrounds, and abilities, gaining security together,
fuining conlf'idence to express themselves, and showing a strong group
centiment. This is certainly different from most other further
education courses where isolation and not co-operation is cfien the
norm,

The stuients’ evaluations are similar. From the tape-recording one
can hear the activists describing their cocial development together,
and T Teel they demonstrate their acsimilation of much of the Pcademic
content. It 1s not just an understanding of specific facts but of
their relationship in an explanation of social procecses. They
demonctrate th.s orally tut I'm afraid some are unable to structure
their thoughts well in written form at this ntage.

Mrgs Whitehea: thought that ultimately one had to face the fact that even
whenr the relationrhips between teachers and ctudentsc were gund, courses were
maie 4z 1nteresting and varied as possible, and students coula plan their own
wurk, there were still rome who did not want to learn. This was a problem
with or without integration but it seemed from their experience that it was
ratiher less of o problem given integration.

Margaret Shepherd felt that problems for the students had arisen in two

: way: - firgt, because of lack of time the teachers had not become sufficiently
‘amiliar with ench other's material, so links were not always explicitly made;
eacceady, the teachers had found themselves too self-conscious to be explicit to
‘he ctudents about their aims, which probably caused confusion. In spite of
tkic rhe Talt that there had been benefits for the students in the new approach.
The teacherc felt that through joint consultation they had a better understanding
of iniividual stuldent's probiems, and students acceptes the new learning
Crtotaon more, and particrpates more 1n extroourricular and out of collage
tupportive activitien, She also felt the ctudente had enlarged their under-
standing of the Jdifferent subjects involved.

Miss Shepherd then read thic poem written by one of her ctudentss

%1




Miss Shepherd aleo discussed some of the effects on the teachers,
resulting from the process of setting up integrated studies:

Two and 2 half years ago we started what seemed interminable and
unresolvable discucsions. The prucece rather than beginning to
blur the lines between particular subjects, sharpened the teacherd
awareness of the uniqueness of h:i:: own subject. We began
desperately to justify and clarify our aims. We also tended to
lose our prejudices and illusions about other subjects. English
teachers had feared that the freshness of their ctudents' writing
would be corrupted by sociological jargon. Sociologists had

feared that Englisch lessons were an excuse for emotional indulgenoe.
Through discussion we became less suspicious of each other, and an
enthusiasm and commitment to the new course was generated. This is
why 1 hope that any intended social studies project will leave room
for teachers to join in the planning stages and thereby identify
more with the content of the courses.

We came into conflint with the problem of subject 'purity’ but we

came to realize that some subjects were demonstrably 'impurd anyway.
English is taught sometimes as social studies, sometimes as linguistics,
and even as religion. We also discovered that what we regarded as
special about our subject was not necessarily tested at O level anyway,
and this is why the process went hand in hand with our introducing a
new type of GCE evaluation.

In a wider sense, integrated studies threatens the ego of the teacher.
There are many myths about the magical qualities of the born teacher.
The power, the rewards, the exam passes are attributable to his
magnetic personality; just as lack of control, examination failures,
even physical assault are attributable to his weakness. Thus in

most institutions teaching problems are not considered as common to
all, or as having concrete, or material solutions. Integration can
reduce the tremendous neurotic, personal responsibility of the teacher,
and bring him to accept that he is answerable to his colleagues. Tean
teaching in this way provides a situation for positive, constructive
and communal consideration of teaching problems.

Miss Shepherd concluded with the following points; first, she reiterated
the importance of the Mode III examinations in allowing freedom of planning.
Second, the importance of each subject teacher being involved in the planning
80 that central areas of their own subject were not sacrificed .o produce a
neat scheme. Third, teachers had to share with the students the primciples of
integration they were using, and fourth, a plea again for teacher involverent
in planning:

Whatever project emerges from the conference, I hope it will dbe open~

ended enough to allow the teachers in the schools to be involved in

some planning of the course; not because the scheme is likely to be

any better, but becaur. it is the only way teachers will carry out a
o Course with any real commitment.

The accounts seemed to me to illustrate an attitude to the learning process in
the classroom parallel to Jean Jones' approach to the situation in which
graduates learn to become teachers. The interest in producing a certain 'social
climate' as a benefit of an integrated approach would I suppoce be an indicatioan
of a choice in Lawrence Stenhouse'c terms of 'integration for social purposes'
rather than to provide a range of intellectual choices. I think this ig a
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faire Choeice, however, .nd onn which nas bedevilies: the growth of social
stu:ies in tne past. Ac the cpeakers 1inclcate 1t i1s desirable to retain
a cencern ror both; thev see social learning as going alongside the
Inteliectual challercs ot bringing together dirferent disciplines, rather
than 15 an alternat .= btanefit,

It watr, however, significant that the examples discussed were not
ones of 1ntegration within the social sciences, s0 that the aim was
clearly nct that of giving understanding of the relationships between
them. Mrc Whitehead ana Miss Shepherd gave explicit reasons for the kind
of 1ntegrated programme they have attempted which I think reflected one
fairly strong body of opinion at the conference = that integration is a
way of relating different kinds of understanding of society to one another
and that in ecsential part of this lies in the bringing together of
cognitive and affective learning.

The value of this is brought out particularly in Margaret Shepherd's
account o the break:.ng down of barriers between English specialists and
sociologists, and of the kinds of understanding revealed in the poem she
quoted. It was intererting to see the benefits of integration specifically
from the points of view of the English teacher, at a conference largely
devoted to the preoccupations of social scientists.

In spi1te of this, Joan Whitehead and Margaret Shepherd were with the
earlier speakers, at pains tu keep the subjects involved distinct = in
fact to emphasize their .ifferences and allow flexible relations between
them; sometimes coming together on a problem, sometimes running parallel,
sometimes pursuing separate courses. This is made clear in the examples
Joan Whitehead gives of some situations which arose in the classroom when
they were teaching the topics of childhood and education.

(1) The first example was of a lesson centred around the topic of
'The Child at School'. Mrs Whitehead used the concept of role and
directed discussion around teachers' and children's differing
conceptions of the role of the pupil. Miss Shepherd provided poeans
and extracts from literature to give imaginative insight into the
feelings and experiences this role evoked.

(ii) The second example placed the onus on students to relate
sociological and imaginative perspectives to problem solving, e.g.
studente were asked, 'Imasrine you are faced with a class of rowdy
children. Given your recent studies, how would you cope?!

(1ii) Students became able spontanecusly to relate their knovledge
derived from the distinct disciplines, e.g. when they visited a
vertically~grouped primary school they offered comparative evidenoe
of teaching methods from Oradgrind's school in Hard Times.

(iv) The academic content of the course was also reinforced
through students' recreational pursuits both in drama and art, e.g.
the siudents' production of a children's pantomime necessitated
analysis of language and situatiuns appropriate to the social
composition of the audience.

(v) In some of the concerns of the teachers no integration
existed, e.g. between the methodology of the social sciences and of
literary criticism.

The talks of both Mrs Whitehead end Miss Shepherd offered detailed
support to the issue raised by Mr Floser and Mrs Jones, of the intimate




relation between new coursec and modes of ascessment and the :‘rustration of
trying to produce a radical new syllabus within the constraints of existing
examination procedures., They also illustrate graphically the point raised
by Mrc Jones at a theoretical level; that a change to integrated courses
reces the indivitual teacher's autonomy, and forces him to justify his
teacking to his colleagues. This demands nothing less than a change in his
senre of prefeseional ideatity, unless his training or previous experience
hac already openei his mind to this conception of his job.

Finally = the cpeakers point to one problen which was raised by Lawrence
Stenhouse, for they offer a different approach to curriculum change froa that
possible in the cituations at Thomas Bennett School and the Open University.
They are essentially personal and idiosyncratic to the tsachere who evolved
and taught them. The question arises as to how far they could be generalised
and what would be the effects on them of any attempt to transfer them to other
teachers anda inctitutional settings? Or further, how far any attempts to
develop new curricula are transferable in their entirety as their originators
conceilved them?

55




BEST Copy AVAILAR) ¢

(V. COMMENTARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Part or ny brie! in moing my commentary on the cunierence was to bring
terotner the mair themes preoccupying the discussion groups. These took
plae on tne af'teenoon of the first day and the morning of the secord,

and eack had an :ppointed chairman and rapporteur. As has already been
Indlcutes, the groups turned out to be rather too small for optimum
exchanser of views, and it was quite difficult to extract clear themes
from the report ¢n each. However, many particular points and ideas in
thiv commentary serive from them with, I hope, due acknowledgement on my
part. i'he yroups seemed to reach a remarkable consensus about what they
thentetothe natur: o any development project should be, or (emphatically)
What 1t cnould nor te. Apart from this, different groups tended (in their
final report at ay rate) to crystallize purticular views expressed at the
tunlerence,

Jes1ies comm:nting on these discuss.ons, I have tried to bring
together the main themes from the first and second days' speakers; and
“1naliy to review what ceem important areas on which any possible Schools
Touncil prouject m:ght concentrate. I present here a slightly amended and
eniarced torm of what I said, which I have tried to put to some extent
inte the Lheoretical frameworks offered by my colleagues Basil Bernstein

ani Nichael F.U. ovung (in Knowledge and Control: New Directions on the
Socivlogy of Educ tion).®

T'7ind it useful to look at the subject of this conference in the
coniext of the develupment of social science subjects in schools in the
last seven years. When I first became involved in this field, *social
gtu.ters! conmisted largely of what has been described as 'undifferentiated
Mucs', anc was confined to courses for early school leavers.t There wers
no 7k examination courses, except in the older established subjects such
48 rconomics and British constitution, and of course history and geography.
I¥ W clear that if the social sciences were %o become recognized parts
ot tne rchool curriculum they must be made 'respectable’ by becoming part
vf the examination structure. There was a convincing claim for their
Inclucion from a study of the kind of themes (such as the family, poverty,
fangs ani delinquency) which teachers with no training in these disciplines
were attempting te discuss in their social studies courses; there was also
a background of increasing public interest in thase fields of study,
lllustrated by their popularity 1in Journals and other media.

* P e Tt Ledd) opecite 1 oshould point vut that I speak at a sociologist,
s e e te oo particular trramework and to the ovareuge of axamples
o e Wi Alce boam damibiare ! nepr 1t has not led me into obecurity
VO s e bo 40 Jens than justice tu the problems of other disciplines,

t Sharmian Cannor, 'Social studies in secondary cchools', Educational
Aeview M 1 G .
A —




“his sttuativn in the schools 15 perhaps helpfully ceen in terms of M., D.
Younyt's theoretical framework® in which he discusses the status ¢f different
typet of acudemi knowledge in thio country an: ite linke to the social clare
g7ctem, particularly (o the distribution of power and property. Specialized
Know,eige 1n Ltuel! 16 here categoriced as o form of ‘property'. In these
terms the social ruiences, relatively new aven in universities until recently,
were still suspect, low status forms of knowledge: this was reflected in their
POSition 1in relation to the hierarchy of knowledge in schools. High status
knowledge ic reserved for the oldest and ablest pupilss it is narrow in scope -
that 1s, specialized; and closed - that is, different knowledge areas are not
related to each other.t 'Social studiss' was confined to younger, less able
pupils, was non-specialized and 'open' - a 'ragbag' some would say. In order
that the social eciences ¥ make themselves acceptable in the hierarchy of
knowledge 1% was 1mportant that they should be geen as having the characteristics
of high status knowledge. 'These are literacy, or an emphasis on written
presentation; individualism (or avoidance of group work or co-operativeness) ...
abstractness of the knowledge and the structuring and compartmentalization
1niependently of the knowledge of the learner; finally ... the unrelatedness of
school curricula (that is) the extent to which they are "at odds'" with daily
l1fe and common experience.' §

Thus 1t wus no accident that the first A-level soclology syllabuses and
‘he recent A-level psycholoy, syllabus have fcllowed the model of earlier A-level
courses. They have all the above characteristics of high status knowledgs and
within the context in which they were established this was probably essential to
‘heir success. But now we are in a different situation. The threats posed by
the juestioning of knowledge bcundaries and new modes of presentation and assess-
ment have reache i the tlL.reshold of the highest level in the schools; the academic
sixth form with its formal examination system and competitive higher education
entrance function. Not only this, but they are penetrating Ligher educatiovn, as
we saw in Michael Drake's account, and as is also clear from the organigation of
other social studies courses in new universities and polytechnics,

It would be in' :;resting to speculate on the reasons for this rapid
ievelopment., Are they related to changes in the wider social structure and
particularly to the erosion of traditionai power relations? u There is no time
to pursue these cuestions, but I think it significant that those of us interes.ea
in school social rciences are now secure enough to sit down and thrash out s08e
¢ the 1ssues involved in integrated work at sixth-form level, aven though we
Fave little previous experience to draw on. It is also interesting to ask why
enough people saw this as an urgent issue to allow this conference to be called
together. Many of those involved are themselves possessors of property ia thear
specializeu knuwledge of one or other of the social sciences. Ie it that they
‘ear that the present beating on the sixth-form door of more and more individual
social science syllabuses will result in the rejection of them all by bewildered

* M.i".D. Young, 'Curricula as Socially Organised Knowledge' in Young (ed.) op.
it ’
t ivid., pp.3i=g.

¥ 1 refer to the rosial sciences here in termr of -ocislamy, social anthro-
pology and social psychology. Thiu 1s not to ve exclusive but to differentiate
them ‘rom t'e very different position of economics and other older established
116¢1pline .,

-
{

% M.P.U. Young (eds) opecite, peldX.
{

| See Barii Bernetein's discussion of thic in Young (ed.) op. cit., pe67.
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heaa: o ~chooy? ur e ity us 1 prefer to thaink, a senuine concera for
all sixth=rormers, ana thoir preparation for life in a suci1etly 1n whach

the inciekte of the social sclences are tnereasingly relevant? Within

this cuntext, there ceom to be four main quections asked of the conf'erences

(1) What 1 meaunt by "integration’'? Should 1t be promoted, ani 1f so0
on what principles?

() Weat should ve integratea?
(

) What ure the amplications of integration - for institutions,
teqchers ang pupilas?

(4) “iiven the answers to these questions what needs to be done by the
vchools Council or anybody else?

l. Whiat 12 meant by 1niergi-ation? Are we in favour of it, and if so on what
principlesn?

Curiously, only one speaker as far as I r~emember, raised the first question
explicitly - Mr Flower - when he questioned whether the establishment of an
A-level coci4l science might he merely a new form of 'collection' curriculum
in which disciplinec run parallel but never meet, thus posing no threat to
the exirting oruer, and presenting .few possibilities of exciting exploratory
work. The guestion is also raised in one of the examples appended to Mr
Flower's paper, that by Ian McWhinnie (Appendix C). After describing a
tJoint stuqy' of history and literature on a common theme, he says:

Is 1t correct to say that specialist subject teachers cause students
<+« 10 think in the narrow terms of that particular discipline? This,
although proper in part, works against the idea of integration which

1 take to be the aim of giving students a more comprehensive under-
standing ... In other words is an integrated study more than the sum
of its specialist subject parts?

He guec on to say that he thinks it needs a built-in component such as a
project, which will act as a centripetal force to overcome the centrifugal
forces of the separate subjects. This is certainly one view of what
distinguishes 'integration', Bernstein defines integration minimally as
'the subordination of previouely insulated subjects or courses to some
relational idea, which blurs the boundaries between the subjeots'.®* It is
clear from all the examples offered by participants in the oonference that
none of them conceive of integration in the form of the disappeargnce of
such boundaries. Rather in their accounts there is a constantly ohanging
relaticonchip between the subjects involved, They run parallel; diverge; or
focue on gume common problems or ideas, There is strain felt in many cases
between what the teachers see as the logic and integrity of their sub jeot ,
and their conscious aim to use it as a vehicle for illusinating some broader
question. This of course is partly the result of teachers educated in a
specialist tradition trying to redefine their own professional identities,

In thic sence, most (though not all) of the participants accepted the
notion of integrated courses for both practical and epistemological reasons,
But in general there wa: no desire to rush in headlong. Integrated social
science wa: sean an an alternative to exicting single-subject courses; there
was a gencral plea to keep a situation of flexibility and of options in any
examination scheme and to safeguard study in depth as one part of such a
scheme, 1n order to avoid superficiality. In relation to these ideas, one

* Bernctein, in Young (ed.) op. cit., p.53.




Liecusston group (group K) put rorward a modest and workable cuggestion for
introlucing a section into existing single=discipline A levels, which at first
allowad, and later compelled, the candidates to consider interdisciplinary
1mplications.

The discuseion groups aluo accepted thau any integrated course should
recognize the distinctive contributions of the aisciplines involved, and that
there should be mome organizing principles or unifying idea. Again though,
there was a feeling that options should be kept open, that valid courses could
be organized round concepts and methodology or themes, or problema, or under
some broad over-arching idea such as the 'Understanding Society' of the Open
University. The urge to explore all these poseibilities is perhaps best shown
1n group C's examples of course units based on alternative theoretical models,
which are reproduced in Appendix E.

It is only fair to aad that there were a few attending the conferenoe who
were by no means convinced that any case for integration had been made, and
who in the closing forum expressed dissatisfaction with the fact that time had
not been spent on the case against 1it, Others, though theoretically in favour,
were less than convinced that this was the time to launch a project on it in
face of other priorities - a point 1 shall return to later,

<. What should be integrated?

Again there was no wish to close this question. As I have said, there was
considerable support for using sociology, social psychology and social anthro-
pology as a viable 'core', on the basis that they shared enough basic concepts
and methods to make some conerence possible. Economics and politics, history
ani geography held claime to places in a scheme, as,for a few,did archaeology
ani law. Such subjects can all be considered as part of the social sciences
but, as has been indicated previously, many groups and speakers found it
difficult to keep within the bounds urged on them by Lawrence Stenhouse and
the conference chairman and consider only the relations between social science
subjects. Some found no problems here; others obediently tried (group C); a
Sizeable group (strongly expressed by group D) would not accept the brief
bacause they saw the main benefits in integration lying within the oontrasting
approaches of the sut jects chosen. This is illustrated by the contributions
{rom Loughton College. I find it a point worth exploring, as to why so many
examples of already existing courses do run across into the humanities and
literature. Tt would seem equally valid, given the 'mid-way' position of the
social disciplines between the sciences and the arts, that courses bringing
together socielogy and biology or other nataral sciences gshould have been tried.
Does their absence reflect something about tae nature of the subjects as at
present conceived; something about the 'organizational' categories in which
tiey exist in institutione (i.e. faculties, departments and the like) or some-
thing about the professional identities of innovators as related to their
conception of thei. subject? There were some, for example in group B, who were
ready to consider an integrated social science course as a springboard for
later co-ordination with other subjects such as literature. There were also
those who would admit the use of literature as a special kind of evidence
within a social science course which is a limited exercise not going beyond
the original brief.

There are, of course, deeper problems underlying these differences, which
have been indicated by Philip Abrams:

At present the social sciences are either not sciences or not social.
Uncertainty prevails ,,.
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by Peter Mitchelis

Impurtunt consideration will have tu be given to the question of
excluding incompatible approaches within the social sciences...

ang Ly group De

The point was made ... the social sciences were themselves movi
awa I'rom a scientific stance and in sociology particularly [5027
perspectives were closer to imaginative exercises than many social
scientists would care tv admit,

Group C also expressed misgivings about the 'method-based’ course of Thomas
Bennett, 1n case it should igcourags students from the 'imaginative leap
and from speculative thinking'. There are thus differences of view about
the kind of understanding promoted by the social disciplines and certainly
there ic a 'wind of change' blowing through the teaching at least of
80C10logy in universities in this country.* It is possidle that, as Peter
Mitchell indicated, differences of approach might be discussed in a course
based on inquiry methods but the demands this would make on the teachers
and students should not be overestimated. Psychologists tend to fall into
two non-communicating groups of pq¥choanalyata and behaviourists and socio-
logists are no better at agreeing.' One could argue that one can only
teach convincingly from one's own stance, and all students must get a
pPartial view; algo that to present them with anything else is to lead them
into confusion before they have achieved a basic social literacy. On the
other hand, a commitment to integration is a commitment to 'open-ness'; so
is a commitment to 'inquiry method' for true inquiry once started is not
easily contained. The practical question one is left asking iss If there
is 80 much flux and uncertainty within any one of the social disciplines,
what happens when you attempt to integrate them? If suoh integration is
to do justice to their'logic and nature', one must know what that logic
and nature is! Or perhaps it is only possible to proceed pragmatically,
which will result in as many integrated courses as there are groups of
teackers working on them. If this is the case it has implications for the
type of project which might be launched which are worth pursuing further.
But first let us turn to what we have learned from the conference about
some of the implications of curriculum change; implications any project
should take careful note of.

o The implications of integration #

It is perhaps useful to look at the situations in which our examples of
integration were generated. On the one hand they were in relatively new
situations like the Open University in which planning from scratch was
Possibly, and etaffing and finance forthcoming. On the other hand they
were in on-going situations in which only small-scale experiments were
possidble, depending on discussions between like-minded teachers, working
in close contact with each other, as in the further education colleges.
In these cases, too, support from the hierarchy was found indispensible:
but it is interesting to note the conditions in further education which,

® Shown in the recent publication in England of Jack Douglas's
Understanding Everyday Life (Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1971).

+ See Alan Dawe, 'The two o s0logiec', British Journal of S8ociolo ’
Vol.XXI, No.2, 1970.

¢ Many of the implications involved in this section and brought out by
8pc. "8F are discussed at a theoretical level by Bernstein in his article
already cited. See Young (ed.) op. cit., pp.63=s.




a5 Mr Mlower puinted vut, make integration ai thiz level of work more likely.
There are possibilities of flexibility and response to student need which

have led already to the vast majority of A-level social sciences being
daveloped in further education rather than schoole, They also have, for this
reason and others, specialist teachers in the social sciences. This is a

musl 1mportant asset, for one basic question which I think was underplayed in
the conference wac the question raised in the paper on aims and issues; who is
to teach it?

This problem cannot be dismiesed as readily as it is by Professor Abrams
when he sayr that both integrated social science courses in universities and
team teaching in schools are on the increase. Schools are lucky if they have
any social scientist on the staff apart from a historian and a geographer and
they are unlikely to have a sociologist, social psychologist or anthropologist.
Thie situation is changing; more social scientists are coming into teaching
and more courses are developing to prepare them (though I would suggest the
problems of this preparation are rarely thought through in the way they have
been by Jean Jones). The supply of B.Ed. graduates with social science
qualifications will increase, though slowly: but one must assume that for
some years to come, it will be rare to fimd more than one teacher qualified
In the newer social sciences in a school, except in very large schools like
Thomas Bennett. We should note that all the schemes described to us involved
more than one teacher. Must one assume then that 'one-teacher' integration
16 not feasible? Accounts of the social interaction necessary to generate a
course would suggest that the single teacher would suffer grave disadvantages
in such an enterprise even if he had the breadth of expertise necessary. So
we are faced with a situation in which non-social scientists must be helped
to take on social science perspectives and isolated teachers given support.
This argues a casc for 'maximum teacher education' involving, as Jean Jones
indicated, the broadest view of this both in the time-soale involved, and the
inctitutions which have a role to play. As she also suggests, such a re-
ejucation involves a re-education in social relationships. As Professor
Hernstein puts it, teaching integrated curricula calls for 'much greater
powers of synthesis and analogy, and far more ability both to tolerate aad
enjoy ambiguity at the level of knowledge and social relationships’.®

(a) Social implications for teacher-pupil relstionships

The conference seemed united in the view that if an integrated course was to

be followed it should be presented through an inquiry method. Although 'guided
incuiry' on the Thomas Bennett pattern sets boundaries on the topics chosen and
wuestions that may be asked, nevertheless guch a method should involve the
tlurring or redrawing of boundaries. Once questioning becomes open, where

ives 1t stop? Probably the pupil is given more autonomy, more control over his
subject-matter and he participates more actively. Authority relations between
teacher and taught may be changed, and co-operation between teachers and
between pupils may tend to replace individual and private work. The speakers
‘rum Loughton pointed out iiie benefits to teachers and pupile from this and, in
particular, Margaret Shepherd described the increase in sec.rity among her
students. Thic I found interesting as I would have expected that changes of
methods and increased openness would produce increased insecurity in the
ttuients., Perhaps their reactions have more to do with their previous
nwxperiences of what ic acceptable classroom learning and their relations with
vnear teacher than with any changes in the curriculum?

* . Hernstein, 'Classification and framing of educational knowledge', in

.

touns (4], ope c1te, pebS,




(b) Social implications for teachers

Enough has been said by the speakers to substantiate the statement made by
Young® that moves to give oqual value to different kinds of knowledge, or

to establish different criteria of evaluation because they pose a threat

to the power structure will be resisted. Changing curricula involves
changing power relations and re-shaping people's professional identities,

but at the same time it must not ride rough-shod over teachers' perceptions
of their professional integrity. (In the discussion after my talk one
teacher put these problems in concrete form by describing the threat to other
teachers posed by some of them being involved in curriculum projects promoted
from outside the school.) These considerations indicate the necessity whioh
Margaret Shepherd stressed of involving teachers actively in the planning
Procesces involved, ... for it is the only way [%hox] will carry out a courcs
with any real commitment.'

The comment was also made that integration lay in what the pupils did
with their learning rather than in the plans of their teachers. Unless the
principles of integration and the intended links are made explicit to students,
the kind of learning hoped for will not take place. This raises the question
as to whether integrated courses in themselves are important vehicles for
this; or whether the single subject imaginatively taught by a teacher who
ranges out from it to make links with everyday knowle and with other
disciplines will do just as good an integrative Job. (Hence the relevance
of the proposal to build into single-subject A levels a section putting them
into a wider context.) The argument however becomes tautological if it leads
one to define integrated courses only in terms of courses in which pupils can
be seen to have perceived the links for themselves, and not in those whioh,
as one example described it (see Appendix C), 'students associated me with
"history" and seldom made cross~references.'

To summarize so far:

Twe models of curriculum change seem to have arisen.

(1) Those confining integration to (2) Those concerped with inte-
the social sciences gation more broadly

concei ed, but with
sogia] sojepce coppopept

Each is associated with a cluster of characteristics.

(a) A view of curriculum change on a () A more pragmatio inter-
rational overall plan in which aims active view, in which
and principles shape the course, e.g. principles and ains arise
a concern with gtructure (Thomas Bennett). out of the teaching-

learning process, ¢.g. &
concern with process

(Loughton).

(b) A ecientific view of the social (b) An interactive, speculative
disciplines derived from the natural view of the social
sciences, disciplines.

(c) A focus on cognitive learning. (c) A focus on affective and

social learning, as well
as cognitive learning,.

* M.F.D. Young, in Young (ed.), op. Gits, p.33




1 wouid emphasize that these are models; the differences were never so clear-
cut, as such differences never are in practice., But it suggests that the two
models may be helpful in pointing to what any project might do, and in
emphasizing the choices facing teachers trying to implement integrated courses.

4. What should a social science project do?

The conference seemed to see curriculum change as being generated in two ways.
(a) According to a logical plan, possidly from outside an institution. This
has the advantage of being generalizable and the disadvantage of asking
teachers to work on material they have not generated themselves. (b) In & more
pragmatic, spontaneous way, working with students within an institution. This
hae the advantage of commitment and response to local needs; and the disadvantage
of being specific to the teachers involved. The central problem for a jeot
would seem to be how to use the advantages of the second w
more widely available to others. Here one might raise a second centr question -
that of assessment. Nothing 'generalizes' a course content more than setting a
pudlic examination in it. Courses designed for sixth-form pupils mast build in
an examination qualfication which offers entry to higher education, for if they

do not they will remain peripheral to their main interests; but all speakers
pointed to the difficulties of operating within the given examination struoture, -
and called for flexible assessment procedures taking account of new aims and
methods. Many were afraid of the presature closure of the issues by the setting
up of an integrated social science A level at this stage; and some equivalent

of CSE Mode III was seen by them as essential to further progress. Any sixth-
form project is going to have to face this problem squ rely. In the light of

these general issues the conference urged first that any project launched

should not embark on an ambitious programme generated by a central tesm of
curriculum developers, and accompanied by masses of pre-selected course materials.
Rather it should be tentative and encouraging and adopt a more ‘cellular’

approach (as group C described it) involving schools and teachers in the
innovation wherever they showed interest. is group B's rapporteur put it, a
project should 'search, research, evaluate and support.' That is, it should

'find the valuable on the ground, investigate its content and organisation,
evaluate it, and (in the light of this) mobilize support for it.' The only
question here is - what is there that is valuable, on the ground? Present
evidence suggests there may be little, particularly if the seanch is limited to
courses that keep within the social sciences, and are at an appropriate level.
What should a project do if it finds nothing? There is obviously a further
obligation to generate experiments where it seems opportune, and not to start

with a too narrowly defined notion of the appropriate range of subjects.

Second, that it must look urgently into the matter of assessment, including the
modest proposal for extending present A-level papers. This must involve working
with examination boards as well as teachers. A suitable solution to this issue
is the most crucial practical question faced by any new course at sixth-fora
level.

Third, that it rhould look at the central issue of the development and availe~
bility of suitable resources, and the best way of supporting teachers by providing
access to resources without destroying their own initiatives. An illustration

of the real problem involved here is in our social science course at the

Institute of Education; we make available to our students in a 'workshop’ as

many resources as possible for them to use on teaching practics, They take

polite note and they use some, During the year, however, they are expocted

to develop their own material, for teaching around chosen themes; they demon=
strate these to other students with excitement because they have seen thea as
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signiticant, In some cases the materialc already existed in our workshop
but the students have overlooked this because they had not thought through
their 1mplications for themselves.

Fourth, ‘'int the problems of teacher eiucation at 41l levels and through
Al means cnould ve centrally considered, bearing \n mind the widest inter-
pretition of what 1o 1nvolved in changing people’s professional identities.

Finally, 1t ies important to study carefully the organizational conditions,
gsocial processes and kinds of teachers involved in successful curriculum
1nnovation. Attempis should be made to encourage such conditions, or at
any rate to make schools aware of the wider implications of what they are
doing when they innovate in the curriculum.

Conclugion

Perhaps I could close with one or two general considerations which ghould
put the topic of sixth-form integrated social science teaching into per-
spective,

First: <the introduction of the kinds of methods and open approaches
indicated here is relatively new at this level. Normally we preserve active
inquiry for the primary school and our less able secondary pupils. We
initiate our able pupils into a specialist closed body of knowledge whose
mysteries are gradually revealed, and only when they have successfully
graduated do we allow them again to pursue their own inquiries. By intro-
ducing new methods and courses at a senior level in the secondary school
we demand that pupils adjust themselves to new definitions of acceptable
classroom learning, and this is bound to produce problems as Peter Nitchell
indicated. Any curriculum plans at sixth-form level need therefore to de
looked at in relation to the lower secondary-school course. Similarly, those
attempting to change the teacher education of graduates to provide new notions
of the job of the specialist subject teacher might have something to leara
from the education of infant and junior teachers.

Second: the teaching of the social sciences on any scale is new at
school level. I have seen enough of the results of school sociology teaching
to suggest that we do not yet know much about how to put across these elusive
concepts, this potentially explosive content, nor enough of their affeots on
our pupils.

It might help those of us who are social scientists to appreciate this
point 1f we think back to their effects on us as students. For example, I
think group D was right to express concern about the difficulty of under-
standing social science concepts, and the dangers for young students of
substituting them, half-understood, for common-sense terms. There is not
much value in merely teaching students to express their ideas in more esoteric
languags.

Third: the question was raised several times in the conference of the
relation between cognitive and affective learning. We cannot assume cognitive
learning unless we can deal with what our students feel about what we are
teaching; learning about society as it affects us is a study fraugnt with
controversial issues (and in this of course lies its potential value). The
importance of taking account of this is brought out forcidbly in the recent
Bruner anthropological material in Man: a Course of Study* and in Richard

® Bruner, op. cit.




Jones's critique ol it,® based on an examinution of the actual clawiroun
interaction of teachers anu chilaren, On the evening ol the "irst day ol ihe
conference we saw some of the films from the Bruner material, which .Jones
studied. | wonder how many of us looked at these without revuision at the
skinning of seals and the eating of raw eyes? How can one use such material
and take full account of its emotional impact, particularly if we see as a
major aim the erosion of ethnocentricism? Peter Mitchell talked of the value
of anthropology and Professor Drake described how the Open University used
examples from other cultures for just this purpose, But it is not enough
merely to include exotic material. We have to know how to put it into context
and handle reactions to it positively. I do not think we really know much
about how to do this, though Jones' examples of teachers' attempts to face the
problem with a much younger age group are very suggestive. The study of class
structure or race relations in our own society provides obvious examples of

the general problem of teaching any course which provides new perspectives on
society,

1 raise these general questions, only to suggest that there is a great
deal within the field of social science teaching which requires investigation,
The development of an integrated social science course for sixth forms is one
among the many possibilities.

* Richard M. Jones, Fantasy and Feeling in Education (Harper & Row, 1968).
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APPENDIX A

Examples from Thomas Bennett School used by Peter Mitchell

Steps in a mode of inquiry for the social studies (Thomas Bennett
School)

Recognizing a problem from data

Formulating hypotheses
(a) asking analytical questions
(b) stating hypotheses

(c) remaining aware of the tentative nature of hypotheses
Recognizing the logical implications of hypotheses

Gathering data
(a) selecting relevant data
(b) evaluating sources
(1) determining the frame of reference of an author
(11) determining the accuracy of statements of fact
(c) 1iuterpreting the data

Evaluating the hypothesis in the light of data
(a) modifying the hypothesis if necessary
(i) rejecting a logical implication unsupported by data
(i1) restating the hypothesis
(b) stating a generalization

An example of a course unit from Thomas Bennett School - the

individual, the family and education

The effects on the development of the individual of being deprived
of communicative interaction with other people: studies of 'feral
children', children reared in isolation, and case-studies of young
children separated from their parents (maternal deprivation).

How children learn - an introduction to various psychological
explanations of learning:

instinctive behaviour in insects and animals;
most human behaviour by contrast is learned;
classical and operant conditioning as explanations of learning;

limitations of these behaviourist models as complete accounts of
human learning.




The development of iie individual 8s a member of a family:

role-taking - the learning of sex roles, with particular reference to
examples from Eskimo families;

familial roles - comparison of Eskimo families and changes .n familial
roles in contemporary society:

conformity and role-taking - distinction between 'passive' versus 'active’
views of socialization.

Introduction to the comparative study of family structure:

examination of concepts of 'family', extended family, joint family,
nuclear family, domestic group,

also of systems of marriage - monogamy, polygamy, polyandry,

Studies of: (i) Eskimo: a variety of acceptable domestic groups;
(ii) matrilineal kinship systems - Nayar, Ashanti, Trobriands.

Education and knowledge in selected primitive cultures:

'informal' processes of e&hcation in technically very simple societies;
societies lacking specialized educational institutions and roles, e.8.
Hadza, Cheyenne;

age-grade systems and their educational functions in East African
societies, especially the Kikuyu;

cultural experience and taken-for-granted definitions of intellectusl and
péerceptual abilities:

cross-cultural studies of interpretation of perspective drawings;
crogss~cultural studies of definitions and measurement of 'intelligance’.

concept of the cognitive aspects of socialization arising out of the
foregoing.

Education, the social distribution of knowledge and socia. stratification:

(1) Study of Rwanda, including the breakdown of the 'master symbols of
legitimation' transmitted via the traditional system of education;

(i1) Social stratification and education in Victorian England

introduces concepts of: social class, market situation, work
situation, life-chances, life-style;

poverty: contemporary nineteenth-century investigators of poverty -
Mayhew, Booth, Rowntree and their cefiritions of poverty;

the Poor Law and workhouses: concept of 'stigma’;

the development of specialized educational institutions and roles
during the nineteenth century;

comparative study of elementary and preparatory/public school
education related to social stratificaticu, with special reference
to curricula,
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7. Project work

An extended opportunity for less closely structured inquiry into a
range of topics of the student's own choosing. Areas of inquiry
include various aspects of the family and/or education and/or social
stratification in contemporary industrial societies.
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APPENDIX B

Joint study - 'Between the Wars'
Jenny and lIan MacWhinnie
Kingsway College of Further Education

1. Introduction

This study was taught by two teachers; one a literature specialist, the other
a political scientist/historian. It was conceived to meet tue needs of
academically less able students, to provide a general study of the inter-war
period, and to prepare the students in the skills required for O levels in
English Literature and World Affairs since 1919, both of which they might sit
two years later. The .intention was not to set up an integrated study, but
rather to adopt a twin disciplinary approach to the examination of the period.
Unfortunately, there was no attempt to be comprehensive via a multi-disci-
plinary approach.

2. Description

The study can be divided into two main components - the one for history and

the other for literature. The literature component included the War poets,
W.H. Auden, C. Day Lewis, Louis MacNeice; the drama included the Theatre
workshop production of Oh! What a Lovely War, Ionesco's Rhinoceros, Max

Frisch and Arnold Wesker; D.H. Lawrence's short stories, Graves' Goodbye to
All That, and Orwell's Homage to Catalonia and various essays. e history
component included the First World War, its political, social and economic
consequences; likewise the great depression; the rise of Fascism and Communism,
the nature of their appeal and of their supporters; appeasement. These history
topics were dealt with chronologically and the literature was selected to
complement these topics as much as possible.

The study occupied two l%=hour periods - the first being taught by the
literature specialist, the second by the historian. The literature teacher
was timetabled with an entirely different class during one of the periods.

Once under way, the teachers tried to get awa, from the original
conception and attempt more integration by emphasizing the interrelationships
between the components and by examining topics such as the development of jaszs
snd swing, or the significance of changes in fashion. Nevertheless, this
aptly named joint study failed as an integrated study. An analysis of this
failure suggests certain vital consideta:ions about integration, and also
poses some questionrs,

}, Limitations of the study

(a) The students tended to divide tue study rigidly into its two components.
This was encouraged by the timetabling arrangements which forced Jenny to
teach the first period and me the second. My experience was that the students
associated me with 'history' and they seldom made cross references to relevamt
poems or short stories. They were inhibited, I suspect, by their preconcep-
tions of what history required. Curioucly, Jenny did not find the same




BEST COPY AVAILABLE

Foidctance,  Nevertneless, in their project work they kept to a litera-
tere or history topic and were reluctart to combine the two components,

dithouph such a combination was made a requirement ot the project.
This situation stewms considerably, | hink, from the timetable arrange-
ment which limited what could happer - the classroom. Timetables necd

tu be flexible enough to permit staf. .. be involved at irregular times
and tor varying lengths of time.

This particular failing of the joint study raises, 1 think, a basic
question, 1Is it correct to say that specialist subject teachers cause
students, to a greater or lesser extent, to think in the narrow terms of
that particular discipline? This, although proper in part, works against
the ides of integraticn which I take to be the aim of giving students a
rore comprehensive understanding, and a less partial one. In other words,
is an integrated study more than the sum of its specialist subject parts?
1 think that jt needs some built-in component, like the crude project of
our joint study, which will act as a centripetal force to overcome the
centritugal forces of the separate subjects.

(b) A second main failing of the joint study was the absence of a clearly
Jdetined aim. We did not decide before we began what it was in this period
that we wanted to understand, and after that to decide what each subject
could contribute. The history set the pace and the literature tried to
complement it. However, at times, the two components began to diverge,
The students could be finishing a play related to a topic which had been
linished for some weeks in the history class. This, of course, reinforced
the traditional subject distinctions held by the students.

There is a problem associated with diverging from a defined aim of a
study. This divergence can easily disrupt the integration, but can be
extremely valuable in another sense. A dilemma occurs when a class
discovers an interest which it wants to follow up. However, that follow-
up may bear little relation to what is being done in the othar components
of the integrated study., What degree of divergence is acceptable?

(¢) The joint study was not a comprehensive study. 1 was very conscious
of how partial was the understanding that I was giving of this period.

For exampie, an understanding of Nazi Germany involves an awareness of the
psychology of prejudice. This I could not adequately provide. 1 am
attracted to integrated studies because of their comprehensiveness, but
presumably they cannot include everything. This conference is about
integrated studies in the social sciences. Does that mean that language
and literature should be excluded? What are the criteria by which subjects
are excluded or included?

4. The study as amended

In planning the course for the next year, we decided that the original idea
cf a preparatory course for two specific O levels imposed unacceptable
limitations on what students could do in class. We also decided that
literature drawn from only one period was not a sufficiently flexibie or
encouraging introduction for pre-0-level students. We therefore selected
tve contemporary themes - current unemployment in Britain and the effects
of the Vietnam War on the USA. Thesc were studied with reference to

unemp lovment and the effects of war in Britain in the period 1914-39,
Literature and creative writing were used extensively as anproaches to
these topics.  Subject distinctions were obscured, and the timetable




allowed us more flexibility about when either or both of us should be
in the classroom. A joint class project to produce a 'radio programme'
on tape further integrated the different elements of the students' work.




APPENDIX C (i

The Advanced Level Integrated Course
Joan Whitehe

Loughton College of Further Education

Department of General Studies

What we mean by integration

l. We felt that teaching methods which emphasized only the purity of
subjects, and teaching methods which denied.the differentiation of know-
ledge into subjects were equally limited in offering students a means to
understanding the world. Therefore we believed it important for students
to retain the consciousness of a discipline (to be aware of its central
concerns and appropriate methods of inquiry) and at the same time to have
experienced the joint contribution that different disciplines can make t¢
the understanding of a specific topic, or the solving of a particular
problem, '

2, 1ldeally we felt that students at this stage should be allowed the
opportunity to study a wider range of disciplines than two. However, we
felt it to be educationally more valid to 'integrate' subjects from
different rather than similar disciplines. It would seem that students
with a grounding in the methodology of one of the social sciences would
be able, later on, to comprehend more easily other social sciences, e.g.
anthrcpology, social psychology. Integration solely based within a
discipline and to the exclusion of other disciplines therefore seemed
limiting.

3. We saw 'integrati ' as more than that between areas of knowledge.
We aimed at an integration through teaching method of the theoretical and

the practical, the academic and the recreational, the academic and the
sreative,

Advantages of this approach

l, Educational planning
It meant that teachers had to plan the course in a more detailed way
and it meant they became more aware of students' progress and problems
through frequent discussion.

2, Social -
As the group of students were together for the bulk of the week they
gained a strong group identity which appeared a motivational factor.
They also developed a spirit of concern for one anotl.cr which is
important given the comparative insecurity of further education
colleges.

3. The approaéh reinforced learning when students saw the relevance of a
subject outside {ts own strictures.




The course

The course was designed tor a group of students of a wide ability range,
interested in teaching as a career, and aiming at two or more A levels

for entrance to college of education or university. All students spent

21 hours a week on Integrated Studies i.e., studies leading to A-level
English and sociology (AEB Syllabus) and O-level general studies, and
opted for A-level history, art, puppetry, domestic science, or sport for
another 7 hours, and the College's Elective and Liberal Studies programme.
Referring to the latter, students were encouraged during the two years to
select a science course.

Students were prepared for AEB Mode III O-level sociology at the end
of the first year and Mode I general studies at the end of the second
year. The emphasis in both of these was on creativity, flexibility, study
in depth, and course work, thus encouraging our teaching method. An
intrinsic part of the course was a morning's placement in a pre-school
playgroup during the first year, and in a junior or secondary school in
the second year. In no sense did we believe the students should teach at
this stage, but merely aimed at providing them with some understanding of
children through small, informal group work without the pressure of a
'teaching practice'., We felt it would give some practical insight into
the theoretical ideas put forward during the course. For similar reasons
drama was included in the course.

We had to plan our course round the existing examination syllabuses,
but where possible each subject teacher taught that section of his course
which related most closely to th> topic being taught by the other teachers
at the same time. The drama class took its themes from the English, '
sociology and history classes. The English and sociology teachers were
timetabled to teach the class together for one session. In this joint
session, we studied a topic of mutual importance and interest to both
subjects.

For example, in the first term the students were studying Hard Times
as an English set text, aspects of the family and education from the
sociology syllabus, and the Industrial Revolution in history. 1In our
joint session we chose as our integrating themes childhood and education.

Department of General Studies

Work sheet
Topic approach Term 1

CHILDHOOD (team-tatjn&ht)

Lo Enrlx Jevelopment = Socialization
- Tevelupment of values

References

'Animula' T.S. Eliot

Cider with Rosie Laurie Lee (Extract)

Child Care and Growth of Love J, Bowlby and M. Fry
Isolated Children K. Davies (Extract)




o LMpOrlunen Ul gy

Play with a Purpose for Under-sevens £.M. Matterson
Value of Plav J. McClelland

fhere is a Happy land Keith Waterhouse (Extract)
Spring Song by Joyce Cary

Learn as you Play (Film - College production)

Practical session using paint and junk materials to show
pot ntial of these for sensory development of child

‘e Lffect of environment on children (social differences)

Portrait of the Artist as a Young Dog Dylan Thomas (Extract)
Kibbutz extract

Poem Stephen Spender

Four years old in an Urban Communit J. Newson and E. Newson
GCreat Expectatiors (Film)

7 Up (and 7 + 7)

Drama - Improvisation on the theme of a children's playground

4. Language and emotional development of children

'Blue Umbrellas' D.J. Enright

'The Cool Webb' Robert Graves

'Margaret' A.N. Hopkins

Bernstein's work on social linguistics

Dibs: In Search of Self Virginia Axline (Extract)
Warrandale (Film)

Visit o local infant school (vertical grouped)
Tape racordings of children's conversations and a story-time in playgroups

e Jtudents divided into four groups each producing a small project on
childhood of their own choosing and undirected by the staff

Group A Made a film with an imaginative sound track of activities at
local nursery school

Group B Questionnaire to two families in different social class neigh-
bourhoods about their child-rearing practices

Group C Anthologies of poems, creative writing, and collections of
and D children's paintings

The whole group produced a pantomime at the end of the first term for the
local infants' school,

Aim - creative as it was written and improvised by the students themselves.

It served a useful purpose in analysis of the sort of language children
would understand, the character and themes they would enjoy. It stimulated
their interaction, and performance developed the self-confidence of the
students.

EDUCATION
References

'Schoolboy' by Brian Patten
The Roaring Boys E. Blishen (Extract)
Extract about T.S. Mills

Visits
Kes (Film)

Drama work

We improvised different classes in different types of school and discussed
the different roler of tha teachar




Department of General Studies

SOCIOLOGY

l. Pre-school provisions available locally, nationally and in other societies

(a) visit to a pre-school playgroup in local area.
(b) '0-5' Study of care of children S. Yudkin
(c) Working Mothers and their Children S. Yudkin and A. Holmes (Extract)
¢ (d) Extracts from Times Educational Supplement on children living in multie
. storey blocks of flats and in overcrowded conditions,
(e) Headstart programme in USA,
(f) Publications by Pre-school Playgroups Association.

2. General changes in primary and secondary education

(a) Tape recording and slides of television programme 'Learning to Live'
demonstrating some of main changes.

(b) visit to Camden Arts Centre “o>r exhibition organized by Camden CASE group
to contrast learning in 1870 and now, e.g. miniature classroom of 1870
shown.

(c¢) The Philosophy of Primary Education. R.F. Dearden (Extract)

3. Effect of home and school environment at primary level

(a) visit to primary school in educational priority area with high percentags
immigrant children for comparison with previous vertically grouped local
infants school.

(b) Study of sections of Plowden Report.

(c) Detailed study The Home and the School J.W.B. Douglas

(d) Detailed study of Grouping in the Infants School L. Ridgway and 1. Lawtom

(e) Streaming - aa educational system in miniature B. Jackson, (Extract)

(f) Brief look at educational provision in other countries, e.g. Russia, lsrael,

4. Home and school environment at secondary level

(a) visit to a comprehensive school in a new town.

(b) Social Class and the Comprehensive School J. Ford

(c¢) The Comprehensive School R. Pedley

(d) which Comprehensive Principle? D. Marsden (Extract)

(e) Education and the Working Class B. Jackson and D. Marsden

(f) Social Relations in a Secondary Modern School D.H. Hargreaves
(8) The Living Tradition F. Stevens

(h) Reference to the Newsom Report.

This was the basic reading but many students read additional articles and books.

5. The private sector

. (a) visit to a local public school.
(b) Hothouse Society R. Lambert
(c) Public Schools and Private Practice J. Wilson
(d) Loyalty in a Closed Society R. Lambert (Extract)

6. The school as a social system

(a) The School as an Organisation P.W. Musgrave
(b) Education R.A. King (Chapter 5)

(c) The School in Contemporary Society DeA. Goslin
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/. Further and higher education. 1s there an 18:?

(a) Robbins Report.
(p) The New Polyiechnics Ee.E. Robingon
(c) Recent press cuttings.

All students as part of the Mode II1 have to submit a project and many
chose one from this section of the syllabus,

Examples of titles:
Bancrofts School: a social survey of an Independent School.
Educational facilities in Epping for children under eleven.

Pre-school education with particular reference to the Chigwell Urban
District,

Comprehensive reorganization in Chigwell,

The school as an organization: before and after the introduction of
'interdisciplinary inquiry'.

These projects will be available after the Juna examination,

ENGLISH

Detailed work

Set book - Hard Times Charles Dickens

Film Great Expectations

The Industrial Revolution was covered in history at the same time.
Drama work on the Industrial Revolution.

Other themes covered (a) marriage
(b) Christianity
(c) social satire
(d) caricatures and cartoons.

With relevant poems, pictures, and literary extracts.

APPENDIX C ‘ii}
An Integzated O-level Course for !gturo Studggtl

M. _Shepherd

Loughton College of lurther Education De artment of General Studies

The students on this course were of mixed ability and their ages ranged
from seventeen to forty-six.

All students took five 0O-level subjects at the end of one year,
Engligh language, English literature, sociology, history and general
studies, Because th.ree of these subjects were Mode III1 examinations and
one Mode 11, we could plan more flexibly than in the advanced level
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Integrated course. Also the mioliod OL @s<08smoil, takin o oo wns
course work, oral work, origival inquiry and ;o oup v jecis e Pk by
endorsed our teaching method. in the only Mude 1 aubieet o !, .o
literature, we chose an alternative syllabus which gave us [reedom to
choose some of the books ourselves,

We planned the course loosely around the following to;ics - child-
hood, education, family and the community, power and authority, women
and marriage, and the welfare state.

We had one joint session a week, in which we tried tc Lriag our
studies together. For example, whilst studying the indian Mutiny in
history, the students had been reading their set English text hipht-
runners of Rengal®., There had been some informal discussion about <he
question of the book's bias. In the joint session we organized a debate
on this question, which involved questions of historical validity and
perceptive interpretation of the novel.

In another joint session when our theme was the Welfare State we
spent our session considering poverty. Two students presented a short
scene from The Caretaker by Harold Pinter.t Another sang a relevant
folk song, and some presented the group with their findings about
Victorian attitudes to poverty. Another gave a critical account of
Coates'and Silburn's study of poverty in Nottingham.$

We did not expect that whilst reading Julius Caesar, we could only
discuss it in relation to 'power and authority' but we did choose a part
of it to work on for the joint session. The group community study
oryanized by the sociology teacher took several weeks. We let the students
use the joint session time to go out and make their inquiries, collect
their data and write up their reports. The teachers used this time for
individual or small group tutorials, and sometimes for planning amongst
themselves, and discussing some of the students' difficulties.

1 think our scheme was too ambitious for a one-year course, but
although the students felt over-worked they enjoyed it.

Nightrunners of Bengal by John Masters (Penguin, 1955).

+ The Caretaker by Harold Pinter (Methuen, 1967).

t Poverty: the forgotten Englishmen by K. Coates and R. Silburn (Pengusr
Bcoks, 1970).




APPENDIX D

Participants in the Conference

biscussion Groups

Ao

R. Irvine Smith (Chairman), General Studies Project, University of
York

D. Killingray (Raporteur), Head of General Studies, Sevenoaks School,
Kent

R.S. Burgess, St John's College of Further Education

C. Giles, Head of Economics Depariment, Burnage High School for Boys,
Manchester 19

Dr P. Gordon, HMI (Assescor, Social Sciences Committee)

G. Kirkwood, Furzedown College of Education

Mrs J. Whitehead, Loughton College of Further Education

R.D. Wild, Teesside College of Education

F.W.C. Benemy (Chairman), William Ellis School, London NWS (Social
Sciences Committee)

B. Dufour, (Raporteur), Tutor in Social Science Education, lLeicester
University

Mrs C. Cannon, University of London Institute of Education

Miss K. Forrester, Social Science Department, Kidbrooke School,
London SE3

1. McWhinnie, Kingsway College of Further Education

P.J. Mitchell, Head of Humanities Faculty, The Thomas Bennett School,
Crawley

A. Morton, Edge Hill College of Education

W.A. Reid, Sixth Form Curriculum and Examinations Project, School of
Education, Birmingham University

Miss M.E. Butcher (Chairman), Head of History Department, Maidstone
Grammar School for Girls

D. Jenkins (Raporteur), Keele Integrated Studies Project, Institute
of Education, University of Keele

L. Clark HMI, Scottish Education Department

Miss M.M. Craig, Bishop Fox's Girls' School, Taunton

Mrs B. Curtis, Levenshulme High School for Girls, Manchester 19

D. George, Head of History Department, Llandyssul Grammar School,
Cardiganshire

Miss M. Shepherd, Loughton College of Further Education

E.R. Spelman, The County High School, Arnold, Nottinghamshire (social
Sciences Committee)

H.G. Davies (Chairman), ILEA Divisional Office 1 (Social Sciences
Committee)

Dr M. Shipman (Raporteur), Lecturer in Sociology, Department of
Education, University of Keele

A. Bell, Keswick Hall College of Education, Norwich

P.G. Cox, Head of Economics Department, Tonbridge School, Kent

Mrs A. Hedge, General Studies Project, University of York

D.W. Howells, Afon Taf, Merthyr Tydfil

Mrs J. Jones, London University Institute of Education




Mrs P. Mathews, Sociology Department, Sydenham School, london SE26
I''T. Nav'or, Sixth Form Curriculum Officer, Schools Coureld
T.r. Wiseman, Thurstable School, Tiptree, Colchester

Professor W.A.L. Blyth (Chairman), School of Education, University
of Liverpool

P.M. Jackson (Raporteur), The Highfield School, Letchworth, Herts

P.C. Boate, Head of Social Sciences Department, Pool Hayes
Comprehensive School, Willenhall, Walsall, Staffs

J. Brown, Field Officer, Schools Council

P. Fordham, Project Officer, Schools Council

Mrs M. Foster, Head of Commerce Department, Westwood Secondary School
for Girls, SEl9

C. Griffiths, Margaret McMillan College of Education

M. Johnson, Kingsway College of Further Education

L. Stenhouse, Director, CARE (Centre for Applied Research in Education)

Mrs M.A. Walton, Associated Examining Board

Mrs E. Wormald, Worcester College of Education

Other participants

Professor P, Abrams, Department of Sociology, University of Durham

Professor M. Drake, The Open University

F.D. Flower MBE, Principal, Kingsway College of Further Education

Miss J. Rudduck, Assistant Director, CARE (Centre for Applied Research
in Education)
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